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HOMAGE  OF  MAX'S  MIND  TO  GOD'S  WOED. 

"  Men's  books  have  an  age  like  themselves,  but  though  they  outlive  their  authors,  have 
they  a  stint  and  period  to  their  duration.  This  only  is  a  book,  too  hard  for  the  teeth  of 
time,  and  cannot  perish." — Sir  Thomas  Browne. 

Eighteen  hundred  years  ago  there  appeared  Christ,  professing  to  reveal 
God's  mind  on  the  great  questions  of  the  pardon  of  sin,  the  renewal  of  the 
heart,  and  the  soul's  final  happiness  in  heaven  with  God  (John  iii.  12,  13). 
A  transaction  was  to  take  place,  not  in  some  distaat  orb,  but  on  this  earth, 
on  which  these  great  results  were  to  depend,  and  that  transaction  was  his 
personal  obedience  even  unto  death  as  mediator  between  God  and  man 
(John  xvii.  4).  As  a  teacher  with  a  magnet  before  him  may  bo  supposed 
to  give  a  statement  of  its  attractive  properties,  not  seen  as  yet,  but  capable  of 
being  tested,  so  this  great  Teacher,  along  with  the  facts  of  his  birth,  life, 
obedience  unto  death,  gives  an  explanation  of  them  in  declaring  tlieir  more 
than  magnetic  attraction  to  the  soul  (John  xii.  32).  Then,  instead  of  living 
for  ever  on  the  earth,  or  committing  his  views  to  writing,  he  appointed 
Apostles,  promising,  that  by  a  spiritual  agency,  exerted  on  them,  they  shall 
write,  what  will  be  the  very  same  as  if  it  had  been  written  by  himself,  they 
being  only  as  it  were  pens  in  his  hand,  or  letter  carriers  of  letters  written  by 
himself  (John  xv.  26,  27).  Then,  as  miracle  cannot  be  supposed  to  continue, 
without  deranging  the  present  wholesome  order  of  thing?,  these  books  were 
to  be  left  to  the  care  of  men,  providentially  preserved,  no  doubt,  but  still  left 
in  some  measure  to  the  vicissitudes  of  translation,  transcription,  and  we  may 
admit,  even  temporary  loss  to  the  world  (2  Kings  xxii). 

Now,  had  we  lived  in  the  days  of  this  great  Teacher,  and  our  moral 
position  towards  him  been  right,  the  credentials  he  gave  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  sati.sfy  us  that  these  professions  were  true.  As  the  astronomer 
is  said  to  spend  hours  in  a  dark  room  before  looking  at  a  star,  that  the 
optic  nerve  may  be  pyhsically  healthy  for  the  observation,  so  it  would  have 
been  our  duty  to  see  that  our  heart,  and  conscience,  and  intellect,  were  in  the 
right  moral  state  for  observing  Jesus.  All  worldly,  proud,  sensual  states  of 
mind  we  would  have  eschewed  with  prayerful  diligence  ;  objections  to  him 
from  the  apparent  meanness  of  his  appearance  would  have  been  neutralised 
by  the  consideration,  God's  ways  are  not  as  ours.  And,  I  believe,  that  in  such 
a  state  of  mind  we  would  have  yielded  ourselves  up  to  him  with  implicit 
faith  as  the  Son  of  God,  as  there  passed  before  our  truth-conquered  minds 
the  supei'human  holiness  of  his  person,  the  conscience-satisfying  and  all 
reconciling  nature  of  his  doctrine,  the  amazing  miracles  in  keeping  with  his 
mission  that  he  wrought,  and  the  blessed  experiences  he  imparted. 
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But  we  do  not  live  in  those  days  ;  and  hence,  although  the  claims  of  Christ 
have  still  to  be  weighed,  yet  a  prior  question  has  to  be  settled,  have  Ave  the 
books  he  promised  to  write  through  Apostles  ?  If  (he  claims  of  Christ  were 
on  trial  before  a  judge  and  jury,  the  judge  in  his  charge  would  insist 
on  bringing  the  documents  into  court  as  the  first  thing.  He  would  probably 
say,  if  these  are  not  the  books  of  Christ,  written  by  his  Apostles,  how  can  you 
judge  of  his  claims  ?  In  the  age  of  Christ,  for  example,  tliere  lived  at 
Alexandria  a  learned  Jew,  called  Philo,  who  propounded  a  system  of  his  own 
in  writings,  still  extant.  Before  you  pronounce  his  system  absurd,  as  it  is, 
you  must  in  justice  to  him  have  his  books  before  you.  And  so  before  you 
can  pronounce  the  system  of  Christ  divine,  as  we  believe  it  is,  you  must 
know  that  system  from  the  documents,  that  he  professes  to  have  given,  nay 
to  have  inspired. 

No  doubt  Christianity  as  a  system,  with  Christ  in  the  centre  of  it,  and 
without  these  books,  is  often  sufficient  to  bring  conviction  of  its  heavenly 
origin  to  the  sincere  inquirer.  Known  only  by  hear-say,  tradition,  education, 
or  general  reading  of  the  Bible,  it  yet  is  manifestly  a  Divine  thing,  having 
moral  signatures,  that  neither  wicked  men  nor  devils  could  have  counter- 
feited. The  heart  and  conscience  have  some  indistinct  notions  of  Divine 
things,  as  if  they  were  remembered  dreams,  and  this  system  is  the  only  one 
that  puts  a  proper  tenant  in  the  heart's  vacant  niche,  and  gives  an  out-gate 
from  the  tormenting  questions  of  the  guilty  conscience.  Thus  a  deceased 
professor  of  literature,  who,  perhaps,  never  considered  the  books  of  Scripture, 
said,  "  I  accept  Christianity  as  a  whole."  But,  admitting  this,  we  hold  that 
Christianity  is  most  unsatisfactorily  learned  without  its  books,  and  that  if  the 
pilgrim  is  to  be  guided,  sooner  or  later  he  must  acknowledge  the  authority  of 
the  books  as  that  of  Christ  himself.  Conviction,  conversion,  comfort,  are  all 
indissolubly  connected  with  the  acknowledgment  of  the  Bible,  as  truly  the 
Word  of  God,  as  if  it  had  fallen  out  of  the  sky,  or  been  given  to  us  out  of 
his  own  hand. 

To  gain  a  satisfactory  conviction  on  this  point,  we  need  something  more 
than  what  the  great  majority  of  conscientious  and  intelligent  Christians,  who 
are  living  in  contact  with  Christ  daily,  and  feeding  upon  his  words,  are  willing 
to  give.  Once  settled  on  the  question,  our  convictions  may  be  laid  on  the 
shelf,  and  not  taken  down  for  years ;  but  that  one  satisfactory  settlement  ought 
not  to  be  neglected.  Baxter  in  his  "  Saint's  Rest "  thus  describes  the  case : 
Few  Christians  among  us  have  any  better  than  the  "  Popish,  implicit  faith  on 
this  point,  nor  any  better  arguments  than  the  Papists  have  to  prove  the 
Scriptures  the  Word  of  God.  They  have  received  it  by  tradition;  godly 
ministers  and  Christians  tell  them  it  is  impious  to  doubt  it,  therefore  they 
believe  it.    Many  ministers  never  give  their  people  better  ground  than  their 

own  authority  For  my  part  I  confess  I  could  never  boast  of  any 

such  testimony  or  light  of  the  Spirit,  which,  without  human  testimony  would 
have  made  me  believe  the  book  of  Canticles  written  by  God,  and  the  book  of 
Wisdom  apocryphal  and  written  by  Philo." 

We  cannot,  however,  proceed  to  state  the  proof  of  the  apostolic  origin  of 
these  books  without  touching  on  a  craving  of  some  minds  for  a  visible 
Saviour,  or  at  least  some  sign  of  a  Saviour,  instead  of  these  dead  books.  The 
primitive  Christians,  say  they,  had  a  person  to  look  to,  the  Romanists  have 
an  infallible  church  before  their  eyes.  How  this  enters  into  the  theology  of 
Irvingism,  Pseudo-millinarianism  and  High  Churchism,  claiming  apostolic 
succession,  I  need  not  to  say ;  but  there  are  many  other  minds,  in  whom,  though 
unexpressed,  there  is  a  deep  craving  of  this  kind.  In  "  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin," 
for  example,  the  autlioress  endeavouring  to  catch  this  shade  of  infidelity,  makes 
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an  infidel  but  interesting  character,  when  pressed  with  the  claims  of  Jesus, 
speak  thus: — "' What  is  being  a  Christian,  Eva ?'  ' Loving  Christ  most  of 
all,'  said  Eva.  '  Do  you  Eva  ? '  '  Certainly  I  do,'  said  Eva.  '  You  never 
saw  him,'  said  St.  Clare." 

Now,  if  such  a  craving  haunt  the  inquirer,  let  him  consider  these  things. 
In  so  far  as  it  is  legitimate,  it  may  be  satisfied  by  the  presence  of  the  infal- 
lible Comforter,  whom  "  the  world  cannot  receive,  because  it  sees  him  not," 
but  whom  all  Christians  see  with  the  eye  of  faith.  In  so  far,  however,  as 
it  tempts  to  fling  away  what  we  consider  the  apostolic  and  inspired  documents, 
it  is  to  be  subdued.  For  the  evidence  of  sight  is  not  the  only  evidence  for 
things  and  persons.  Crimes  done  in  the  dark  do  not  the  less  really  exist 
because  they  are  not  seen,  and  the  benefactions  of  parents  now  deceased,  or 
friends  in  a  distant  country,  are  not  the  less  real  because  we  do  not  see  them. 
Then,  according  to  the  professions  of  this  great  Teacher  himself,  his  religion, 
and  his  revelation  of  it,  could  not  be  continually  enacted  before  our  eyes. 
His  one  death  on  the  cross,  and  his  one  miraculous  revelation  of  that  death 
through  Apostles,  could  not  continue,  unless  we  suppose  that  death  had  been 
insufficient  for  the  guilt  of  sin,  and  that  revelation  had  been  a  thing  of  re- 
serve holding  back  vital  and  essential  truth.  We  may  well  bless  God  that 
both  are  complete.  "  Christ  has  come  to  make  an  end  of  sin,  and  to  seal  up 
[lit.  to  make  an  end  o/]  vision  and  prophecy"  (Dan.  ix.  24).  Then  let  it  be 
considered  how  undesirable  the  continuance  of  these  visible  signs  would  be. 
Had  God  shown  every  man  the  great  Preacher  himself  and  his  Apostles, 
the  temptation  would  have  been  strong  to  reject  one,  the  only  halo  around 
whose  head  was  one  of  moral  glory,  and  whose  physical  appearance  was 
probably  unattractive.  Had  God  written  for  every  man  his  mind  in  the  sky, 
or  sent  a  messenger  from  the  spirit-land,  we  would  either  have  suspected  an 
optical  or  oral  delusion,  or  yielded  to  evidence  without  any  moral  trial  of  our 
faith  in  God.  This  seems  to  be  taught  us  by  the  conduct  of  our  Lord,  who 
showed  himself  alive  to  five  hundred  brethren  at  once,  but  not  until  by  his 
empty  grave  and  other  inferior  tokens  he  had  trained  the  disciples  to  the 
greater  blessedness  of  "  not  having  seen  and  yet  having  believed."  In  one  word 
the  simple  question  is,  not  as  to  the  kind  of  evidence,  but  as  to  whether  we 
have  sufficient  and  satisfactory  evidence  that  Christ  is  as  well  known  in  these 
apostolic  books  as  if  we  had  seen  him  for  ourselves. 

There  are  three  propositions  which,  if  we  can  establish  on  the  ordinary 
principles  of  historic  evidence,  will  leave  no  doubt  on  the  mind  in  regard  to 
this  question.  First,  are  the  books  as  ancient  as  they  profess  to  be  ?  Second, 
are  they  true  records  of  what  took  place  ?  Third,  are  they  the  work  not 
only  of  true  men,  but  of  the  Apostles  of  Christ  ?  Each  of  these  can  be  proved 
with  the  highest  moral  demonstration. 

1.  The  books  in  question  belong  to  the  age  in  which  they  profess  to  be 
written.  If  this  is  not  proved,  the  question  is  closed;  but  if  it  is,  one  step  is 
gained. 

Now,  notwithstanding  Baxter's  remark,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
authority  may  be  legitimately  used  in  settling  this  question.  How  few  that 
obey  a  law  enacted  three  hundred  years  ago  feel  the  least  doubt  of  its 
ancientness.  They  know  that  if  it  were  a  recent  law,  the  error  would  have 
been  long  ago  exposed,  multitudes  being  deeply  interested  in  showing 
its  claims  to  be  false.  So,  a  believer  in  Christianity  may  rationally  have  no 
more  doubt  that  the  hooks  before  us  belong  to  the  age  of  Christ  and  his 
Apostles  than  he  has  that  Magna  Charta  belongs  to  the  age  of  king  John. 

But  suppose  a  mind  desirous  to  enter  into  the  question  and  be  satisfied  for 
itself.    As  in  the  case  of  the  law  the  statute  book  is  opened  to  public 
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examination,  so  he  may,  and  we  think  he  ought,  with  the  prospect  of  instruc- 
tion and  conviction,  examine  this  question  tor  himself. 

The  evidence  then  is,  that  all  the  marks  by  which  we  determine  the 
historic  place  of  other  books  concur  in  determining  these  to  the  age  of  the 
Apostles.  As  in  the  expression  of  a  portrait  there  ;ire  innumerable  identify- 
ing elements,  so  the  times  of  the  Apostles  are  pictured  on  and  expressed  by 
these  books  in  innumerable  lineaments.  For  example,  the  writers  were  Jews 
living  in  Greek  countries,  and  heuce  they  use  a  peculiar  idiom,  that  could 
not,  as  scholars  know,  have  been  used  later  than  the  first  century.  Then 
their  allusions  to  topography,  vegetable  productions,  agriculture,  the  climate 
of  Palestine,  the  houses,  the  dresses,  the  manners,  the  institutions,  the  civil 
and  religious  ordinances,  are  to  be  found  in  every  sentence,  and  could  not 
have  been  imitated.  So  remarkably  is  this  the  case,  that  in  those  countries 
where  the  documents  profess  to  have  been  written,  and  where  everything  has 
been  stereotyped  for  ages,  the  traveller  finds  the  Bible  the  best  existing 
jjicture  of  things.  Then  there  are  innumerable  and  undesigned  coincidences, 
which  cannot  be  pointed  out  without  convincing  us  that  the  writers 
pourtrayed  what  passed  before  their  eyes,  and  in  that  very  age.  Then  they 
are  quoted  by  hosts  of  writers  that  we  know  froni  other  sources  lived  about 
that  age.  We  could  not,  indeed,  expect  them  to  be  noticed  by  heathen 
historians  any  more  than  we  could  expect  religious  books  of  this  day  to  be 
mentioned  in  Macaulay's  history.  They  are  mentioned  by  all  who  had  any 
interest  in  the  question  of  Christianity.  We  conclude,  then,  that  these  books 
belong  to  the  age  of  Christ,  some  having  been  written  eight,  others  thirty 
or  forty  years  after  his  crucifixion,  and  most  of  them  being  the  fixing 
in  written  form  of  teachings  and  facts  well  known  in  that  day. 

2.  But  suppose  it  is  admitted  that  these  books  were  written  in  the  age  of 
the  Apostles,  are  they  true  ?  Many  books  were  written  in  that  age,  but  we 
do  not  place  confidence  in  them  all.  If  the  writings,  unquestionably  ancient 
as  they  are,  are  not  true,  then  the  case  is  closed;  but  if  they  ai'e,  another 
step  is  gained  towards  our  great  conclusion. 

Now,  as  in  the  preceding  case,  so  in  this.  Many  persons  are  most 
rationally  convinced  of  the  truthfulness  of  the  writers  of  the  New  Testament, 
who  have  not  personally  canvassed  the  whole  question,  as  they  know  that 
for  ages  foes  have  searched  every  nook  and  cranny  of  these  documents,  and 
have  found  no  real  discrepancy  either  with  themselves  or  the  facts  of  that 
age.  In  the  age  of  the  writers  of  the  New  Testament  the  facts  were  acknow- 
ledged, though  ascribed  to  magic  or  the  devil.  In  modern  times,  especially 
in  Germany,  the  truthfulness  of  the  narrative  is  admitted  even  by  those 
infidels  who  explain  it  away  by  giving  it  a  parabolical  or  mythical  meaning. 
This  consideration,  with  a  very  slight  glance  at  the  question,  sufiices  rationally 
enough  to  convince  many  minds. 

But  suppose,  as  in  the  former  case,  we  do  look  into  a  question  that  is 
open  to  all,  as  well  as  to  the  learned,  the  evidence  of  their  truthfulness  is, 
that  all  the  marks  that  determine  the  truthfulness  of  "  d'Aubigne's  History 
of  the  Reformation,"  or  "Macaulay's  History  of  England,"  concur  in  an 
inconceivably  greater  degree  in  determining  the  truth  of  these  writers. 

For  example,  we  have  as  much  testimony  to  the  facts  of  the  narrative  as 
could  be  expected  from  Tacitus,  Suetonius,  and  other  heathens.  Though, 
like  thousands  in  that  day  and  this,  they  rejected  and  despised  Christianity, 
calling  it  a  vile  religion,  they  yet  testily  that  it  existed  ;  that  its  author  was 
crucified  in  the  reign  of  Tiberius ;  that  its  followers  spread  over  the  whole 
world  ;  that  they  suffered  the  sorest  martyrdom,  being  exposed  in  the  skins 
of  wild  beasts  to  be  torn  by  dogs,  that  they  met  on  a  day  for  worship,  and 
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bound  themselves  by  a  sacramental  oath.  The  Jews  rejected  Christ,  but 
Josejihus  gives  all  the  testimony  that  could  be  expected  from  him  in  declaring 
that  there  was  a  man,  Jesus,  whom  it  was  scarcely  lawful  to  call  a  man, 
who  Avas  a  doer  of  wonderful  works,  a  teacher  of  those  that  received  the  truth 
with  pleasure,  and  that  his  followers  professed  to  believe  in  his  resurrection 
from  the  dead. 

Again,  we  have  historic  testimony  of  the  great  facts  of  the  narrative  in 
the  monuments  of  the  Lord's  Supper  and  the  Lord's  Day.  To  read  these 
aright  is  to  read  off,  as  from  a  living  page,  the  death  and  resurrection  of 
Christ.  No  more  could  the  anniversary  of  the  Gunpowder  Plot  exist  among  us 
without  a  basis  in  the  fact  than  could  these  ordinances  exist  without  a 
basis  of  historic  facts  corresponding  to  their  meaning. 

Again,  we  have  the  testimony  of  a  great  multitude  in  that  age,  "  that  no  man 
can  numbei-,"  to  the  credit  they  gave  to  the  New  Testament  writings.  Many  of 
these  had  seen  Clirist  and  his  miracles,  more  had  seen  his  Apostles  and  sub- 
mitted to  their  authority.  They  had  every  opportimity  of  investigating  the 
truth  of  the  facts,  and  had  every  temptation  that  the  prospect  of  the  loss  of 
goods,  and  name,  and  life,  could  supply  to  believe  them  false  ;  yet  they 
accepted  those  writings  as  true,  and  sealed  their  testimony  with  their  blood. 
All  this  may  be  found  substantially  in  the  catacombs  of  Rome,  and  in  the 
well-accredited  histories  of  that  period. 

Again,  to  come  to  the  narratives  themselves,  we  find  them  so  circum- 
stantial in  regard  to  places,  dates,  persons,  that  had  the  least  deviation 
from  truth  been  attempted,  the  cross-questioning  of  friends  and  foes  would 
have  exposed  it.  Read,  for  example,  the  Gospel  of  John,  and  mark  how 
slavishly,  and  without  any  word-painting,  he  keeps  to  the  truth;  and  a  sincere 
and  diligent  mind  has  this  impression  deepened  by  the  ever  fresh  discoveries 
that  strike  him. 

Again,  to  come  still  nearer  to  those  narratives,  we  find  the  character  of 
Christ  so  depicted,  that  we  believe  the  authors  utterly  incapable  of  conceiving 
it,  or  executing  that  conception  of  themselves.  Four  writers,  living  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  and  at  a  considerable  distance  of  time  from  each 
other,  describe,  from  different  points  of  view,  one  personage,  whose  teachings 
touch  on  the  greatest  problems  that  the  human  mind  has  ever  been  exercised 
with,  and  yet  there  is  no  discrepancy  among  them,  no  imperfection  in  him 
whom  they  picture,  but  a  far-stretching  beauty  and  glory,  which,  with  all 
oiu'  study,  seems  yet  to  have  unexplored  mountains  and  valleys  to  the  moral 
and  spiritual  eye.  Now,  if  all  this  had  been  not  true,  if  it  had  not  been 
copied  from  nature,  how  could  these  poor  and  unlearned  men  write  such  a 
story  ? 

Again,  to  come  to  the  writers  themselves,  we  can  gather  that  they  were 
calm  and  good  men.  On  the  one  hand  we  see  no  marks  of  enthusiasm,  on 
the  other  we  see  the  highest  moral  aim  possessing  them,  so  to  speak,  along 
with  a  burning  passion  for  the  conversion  of  men  to  truth  and  holiness. 
They  had  their  faults,  and  they  record  them  ;  but  if  they  are  not  true, 
where  is  truth  ?  or  what  evidence  can  we  ever  have  in  this  world  of  a 
statement  being  true  ?  Could  they  be  arch  deceivers  ?  Could  that  lynx- 
eyed  Providence,  which  exposes  every  great  lie,  sooner  or  later,  have  per- 
mitted them  to  go  on  unexposed,  if  they  were  liars  ?  To  believe  all  this,  is 
to  believe  that  evil  and  good  have  changed  places  in  the  character  of  man 
and  in  the  providence  of  God. 

No  doubt  considerations  like  these,  establishing,  we  think,  to  every 
rightly-balanced  mind  the  credibility  of  the  Christian  records,  are  often 
neutralised  by  certain  fears  of  the  conclusions  to  which  they  infallibly  lead. 
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For  example,  the  inquirer  may  be  overheard  saying,  Can  the  laws  of  nature 
have  been  really  suspended,  apparently  steady  as  they  now  are  ?  On  the 
one  hand  I  cannot  tear  away  from  the  narrative  the  miraculous  element  in 
it ;  on  the  other  hand,  I  cannot  see  how  the  narrative  can  be  untrue ;  but  what 
a  conclusion  is  it,  that  God  has  actually  stopped  or  altered  the  march  of 
Nature's  laws  I  In  such  a  case,  I  ask  in  reply,  how  could  God  give  a 
revelation  without  a  miracle  to  attest  it?  Is  not  revelation  itself,  and  the 
coming  of  the  Son  of  God,  the  greatest  miracle  ?  Who  wonders  at  the 
little  granitic  elevations  around  Goatfell,  when  he  thinks  of  Goatfell 
itself?  Who  wonders  at  the  nobleman  entering  a  cottage  along  with  the 
queen,  when  he  thinks  of  the  queen  herself  entering  that  cottage  ?  Were 
there  no  miracles  attending  the  coming  of  Christ,  we  would  have  wondered 
and  almost  doubted  ?  The  common  sense  and  universal  instinct  of  men  in  all 
ages  lead  to  this  expectation,  as  proved  by  the  miracles  they  have  forged  or 
imagined.  Or,  if  it  be  not  the  mh'acuhus,  it  may  be  the  mysterious  element 
in  these  records,  that  stumbles  the  mind.  How  new  to  the  world,  then  and 
now,  are  many  of  their  discoveries  of  God's  character  !  Singular  enough, 
the  writers  themselves  never  appear  to  wonder  at  these  mysteries  ;  nay,  they 
seemed  themselves  heirs,  so  to  speak,  to  some  of  the  most  mysterious  and. 
to  the  natural  man,  most  repulsive  parts  of  the  Old  Testament,  as  tlie  judicial 
character  of  God  and  the  shedding  of  blood  for  sin.  Now,  can  these 
mysteries  be  true  ?  We  reply,  that  instead  of  being  an  objection,  these  are 
essential  to  a  revelation  of  God,  for  the  nearer  the  soul  gets  to  the  upper 
region  of  truth  the  more  mysteries  must  come  into  view  to  a  finite  mind  ; 
the  larger  the  circumference  of  light  the  more  dark  points  does  it  touch. 
All  we  are  entitled  to  expect  is,  that  they  be  not  contrary  to  reason,  though 
above  reason.  Thus  laying  these  spectre-like,  and  somewhat  indefinable 
objections,  and  putting  before  the  mind  the  considerations  advanced,  I  believe 
an  inquirer  will  not  only  be  silenced  in  his  unbelief,  but  positively  be  brought 
to  believe  that  what  things  the  writers  saw  and  heard  they  truthfully  declare 
unto  us.  To  believe  the  opposite  is  to  believe  in  moral  absurdity  and 
impossibility. 

3.  But  suppose  these  books  are  as  ancient  as  they  profess  to  be,  and  as 
true  as  any  works  can  ever  be  proved  true,  it  may  still  be  asked,  are  they 
the  authorised  documents  of  Christianity  ? 

Paul  must  have  written  thousands  of  letters,  as  for  nearly  thirty-five 
years  he  cared  for  all  the  churches  ;  many  histories  of  our  Lord  must 
have  existed  in  the  hearts  and  in  the  cabinets  of  loving  friends.  But  none 
of  these  exist,  except  the  few  letters  and  few  histories  before  us.  What, 
then,  we  affirm  and  give  as  the  explanation  of  their  continued  existence  is, 
that  they  are  the  authorised  documents  of  the  religion ;  and  that  whatever 
proof  is  given  for  the  mission  of  Christ  proves  at  the  same  time  that  these 
are  the  very  words  of  Christ  himself.  If  these  are  the  Apostle's  books,  and 
Christ,  their  teacher  and  inspirer,  be  proved  to  be  sent  of  God,  then  these 
are  the  words  on  which  our  present  and  everlasting  destiny  depends. 

Now  this  question,  like  the  preceding  ones,  is  rationally  enough  settled  by 
many  on  the  simple  ground  that  all  who  have  ever  examined  it  have  come 
to  but  one  conclusion.  If  the  canonical  authority  of  the  books  could  have 
been  disproved,  they  would  have  heard  of  it  long  ago.  Laying  their  hand 
on  the  Gospels  and  Epistles,  they  can  say  that  for  400  years  the  art  of  printing 
has  made  these  books  permanent  and  incorruptible.  From  that  era  up  to 
the  tentli  century  they  have  been  quite  as  surely  kept  by  the  Church  of 
Rome,  which,  like  the  Jewish  Chui'ch,  has  been  used  as  the  custodier  of  the 
sacred  oracles,  their  very  errors  being  overruled  by  the  providence  of  God  to 
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this  end.  It  is  well  known  tliat  it  was  considered  the  pious  work  of  a  life  time, 
leading  to  the  saving  of  the  soul,  to  transcribe  the  Scriptures  ;  and  not  only 
monks,  but  kings  and  queens  have  left  copies  with  the  name  and  date  at- 
tached. Then,  when  these  inquirers  come  to  the  year  325,  they  find  that 
the  Council  of  Nice  proved  the  Divinity  of  Christ  from  these  very  books  ; 
and  though  the  Church  divided  into  the  eastern  and  western,  there  was  no 
division  regarding  these  books  being  apostolical  and  authoritative.  From 
that  year  to  the  very  age  of  the  Apostles,  they  find  such  disputes  as  that  on 
the  restoration  of  the  lapsed  Christians  to  the  visible  Church,  and  on  the 
use  of  Jewish  rites  and  ceremonies  by  Jews  converted  to  Christianity,  sub- 
stantially fixing  the  canon,  these  parties  differing  widely  and  even  fiercely, 
but  agreeing  in  acknowledging  the  writings  apostolic  and  authoritative. 

But  suppose,  as  in  the  previous  case  of  the  ancientness  and  truthfulness  of 
the  books,  the  inquirer  is  not  willing  to  take  this  matter  upon  trust,  the  evi- 
dence is  open  to  him  and  to  all.  It  is  right,  and  may  be  instructive  as  well  as 
assuring  to  know,  why  there  has  been  tliis  universal  consent  among  Chris- 
tians, why  apocryphal  gospels  have  been  allowed  to  perish,  and  fathers,  co- 
temporarj'  with  the  Apostles,  are  not  quoted,  or  even  used  as  commentators. 

In  opening  up  this  question,  it  is  well  to  begin  by  asking,  what  evidence 
can  we  legitimately  expect  ?  If  we  expect  that  a  miracle  would  watch  over 
the  words  of  Scripture,  and  some  miraculous  voice  would  ever  and  again 
attest  this  and  that  book  to  have  apostolic  authority,  we  are  expecting 
an  evil  arrangement,  and  will  end  by  expecting  an  infallible  Church-inter- 
preter. All  we  are  entitled  to  expect  is,  that  there  be  unanimity  among 
those  who  knew  Christ  and  his  Apostles  in  the  flesh,  and  are  competent  to 
certify  that  these  are  the  writings  of  his  Apostles  when  they  profess  to  speak 
in  his  name.  As  for  doubts  among  these  witnesses,  within  this  range,  they 
are  proofs  that  the  evidences  were  thoroughly  sifted  when  they  were  received 
as  apostolic,  and  that  the  witnesses  were  intellectually  and  morally  competent 
to  judge. 

With  this  caveat,  then,  observe  that  when  the  Apostles  gave  to  the  churches 
their  apostolic  documents,  they  gave  satisfactory  proof  that  they  came  to 
them  in  that  character.  Paul  said  of  some  Epistles,  that  he  wrote  them 
with  his  own  hand  ;  of  others,  that  he  employed  an  amanuensis,  appending 
the  apostolic  salutation  in  his  own  handwriting.  John,  an  unquestioned 
Apostle,  lived  to  see  three  Gospels  completed,  and  according  to  Eusebius,  gave 
them  apostolic  sanction,  and  supplements  them  with  one  of  his  own,  chiefly 
containing  the  discourses  of  Christ.  It  can  be  proved  that  these  authorita- 
tive documents  called  forth  discussion  in  the  churches,  not  as  to  their  con- 
tents, but  as  to  the  apostolic  authority  of  the  writers,  as  may  be  illustrated 
by  Paul's  anxiety  to  vindicate  his  apostleship.  It  can  be  showed  that  from 
the  earliest  period  they  were  read  publicly  in  the  churches,  commented  upon, 
translated,  and  that  catalogues  of  them  were  made.  Annotations  of  them  in 
the  cotemporaneous  Christian  writers  are  so  numerous,  that  large  portions  of 
the  New  Testament,  if  lost,  could  be  recovered  from  these  writings.  No  one 
doubts  that  Luther's  writings  are  those  of  the  Apostle  of  the  Reformation. 
Now  there  is  not  the  one-thousandth  part  of  the  evidence  for  this  that  there 
is  for  the  apostolic  origin  of  the  New  Testament  writings. 

No  doubt  some  of  these  writings  were  considered  doubtful.  By  this  we 
mean  that  though  received  as  apostolical,  they  were  not  unanimously 
received,  or  not  all  at  once  received.  These  are  the  Second  and  Third 
Epistles  of  John,  the  Epistle  of  Jude,  the  Book  of  Revelation,  the  Second 
Epistle  of  Peter,  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews.  We  might  press  this  into  our 
service  by  showing  the  extreme  care  and  jealousy  of  these  churches  in  a 
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matter  so  important  to  all  succeeding  Christians.  Tliat  some  doubted,  or 
were  slow  to  believe,  is  a  proof  that  faith  was  intelligent  when  it  was  really 
given  ;  which,  as  we  understand,  would  remove  all  our  own  doubts.  But 
it  can  be  shown  that  these  very  doubts  arose  fj  om  some  unrecorded  circum- 
stance in  the  history  of  the  formation  of  the  canon.  For  example, 
Jerome's  catalogue  contains  expressions  of  doubt  regarding  the  Epistle 
to  the  Hebrews  ;  then  there  are  passages  in  the  same  author  which  prove, 
undisputably,  that  he  made  use  of  it  as  Scripture.  Again,  the  reason  of 
these  doubts  is  generally  given,  and  we  can  judge  of  them  fur  ourselves. 
When  those  who  maintained  that  the  lapsed  Christians  ought  to  be  restored 
to  the  visible  chuich  said  they  would  rather  doubt  the  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews  than  receive  the  26th  verse  of  the  10th  chapter,  we  can  judge  of 
that  reason,  so  insufficient.  When  tliose  who  maintained  that  Christ  was 
not  to  reign  bodily  upon  the  earth  during  the  1,000  years  said  they  would 
rather  reject  the  Book  of  Eevelation  than  receive  the  10th  verse  of  the  20th 
chapter,  we  can  also  judge  of  that  reason  so  insufHcient.  When  Peter  writes 
to  the  strangers  scattered  throughout  Pontus,  Galatia,  Capadocia,  Asia,  and 
Bithjnia,  Pontus  being  the  nearest  place  to  him,  and  Bithynia  being  the 
remotest,  we  can  understand  how  the  inhabitants  of  Pontus  should  at  once 
acknowledge  his  Epistles,  and  how  it  took  some  time  before  the  inhabitants 
of  Bithynia  could  intelligibly  come  to  the  same  conclusion,  and  how  for  a 
time  they  doubted  his  Second  Epistle.  These  examples  are  enough  at  pre- 
sent to  indicate  the  interesting  nature  of  this  study,  and  to  silence  doubts  ; 
but  one  thought  is  sufficient  for  the  practical  inquirer,  and  that  is,  that  there 
is  no  single  verse  of  any  book  of  the  New  Testament  that  is  not  perfectly 
harmonious  with  the  sentiment  of  all  the  other  verses,  and  that  to  give  up  a 
doubtful  verse  or  epistle,  will  not  affect  by  the  slightest  shade  that  system  of 
truth  that  can  be  gathered  from  the  writings  as  a  whole. 


(Original  and  Selected.) 


MATTHEW  HENRY'S  CHURCH  IN 
CHESTER. 

A  CORRESPONDENT  froiii  Manchester  sends 
us  the  following  : — 

"  A  short  history  of  Matthew  Henry's 
church,  Chester,  may  be  interesting  to 
some  of  your  readers.  I  am  not  aware  that 
what  I  am  going  to  relate  was  ever  in  print 
or  writing,  but  it  has  been  handed  down 
from  member  to  member  in  that  church 
whose  first  members  once  formed  the  great 
majority  of  Matthew  Henry's  -congregation, 
having  come  out  after  his  death,  when  the 
trustees  forced  in  an  Arian  minister. 

I  was  a  member  of  that  church  for  eleven 
years,  and  received  my  information  from  an 
elder  member  whose  father  preceded  him, 
he  receiving  it  from  some  of  his  seniors. 

In  the  days  of  Matthew  Henry  the  Inde- 
pendents  in  Chester  were  a  small  body 


worshipping  in  a  large  room  ;  their  minister 
j  died,  and,  most  of  them  liking  Mr.  Henry's 
!  preaching,  they  all  agreed  to  petition  him  to 
j  allow  them  to  sit  in  his  church,  adding  that 
I  they  would  build  a  gallery  for  themselves. 
The  petition  was   willingly  granted  ;  the 
gallery  was  built  as  proposed,  the  Inde- 
pendents sitting  there  and  the  Presbyterians 
below.     All  went  well  while  Mr.  Henry 
lived.    After  his  death  they  had  supplies 
;  for  a  time  ;  but  just  at  that  period  in  the 
history  of  England  vital  religion  was  at  a 
very  low  ebb,  and  worldly  men  easily  re- 
ceived Arian  principles.    The  great  bulk  of 
the   Church   of  England   ministers  were 
Arians,  immoralists,  and  huntsmen,  holding 
the  form  but  boldly  denying  the  power  of 
vital  godliness.    This  state  of  things  was 
favourable  to  the  Arians,  who  strained  every 
nerve,  using  all  their  cunningness  in  preach- 
ing to  grasp  the  Presbyterian  pulpits  with 
the  legacies  belonging  to  them.    One  of 
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these  cunning  men  engrafted  himself  into 
the  favour  of  Mr.  Henry's  trustees,  who,  if 
not  touched  before,  readily  received  Aiian 
doctrines.    This  man,  this  Arian,  was  the 
first  after  Mr.  Henry's  death  whoni  the 
trustees  appointed  to  take  possession  of  the 
pulpit.    The  great  body  of  the  congregation 
rejected  him  ;  but  as  Presbyteries  had  then 
ceased  to  meet,  and  the  trustees  possessed 
the  sole  power,  they  forced  him  upon  the 
people.    Then  the  great  body  of  the  congre- 
gation came  out,  leaving  few  behind  them, 
the  Independents  leaving  their  gallery,  and 
the  Presbyterians  their  legacy,  which  would 
cover  a  good  part  of  the  minister's  salary. 
The  party  that  came  out  then  united  their 
efforts,  and  built  a  large  church  in  Queen- 
street,  taking  the  name  of  Independents. 
It  is  a  large  congregation  still,  and  all  the 
Presbyterians  from  .Scotland  who  settled  in 
Chester  always  joined  the  Independents,  and 
not  the  few  which  remained  behind  in  Mr.  I 
Henry's  church,  which  has  always  been  but  I 
a  few;  a  large  church  with  very  few  attend- 
ants.   I  never  heard  of  one  from  Scotland 
joining  them,  but  there  are  now  both  trustees 
and   d-acons  in  the  Independent  Church  ' 
who    were    Presbyterians    from    Scotland,  j 
Your  readers  will  now  see  that  the  Inde- 
pendent   congregation    in     Queen-street,  j 
Chester,  are  the  descendants  of  Mr.  Henry's  ! 
congregation,  that  they  did  not  turn  Arains, ' 
— only  very  few, — that  the  great  body  of 
Mr.  Henry's  congregation  held  firm  to  Mr. 
Henry's  principles. 

"  It  is  not  true,  as  very  many  imagine, 
that  all  the  English  Presbyterians  turned 
Unitarians. 

"  It  was  most  likely  the  same  in  all  other 
places  as  it  was  in  Chester,  that  when  the 
trustees  forced  in  an  Arian  minister,  the 
great  majority  of  the  Presbyterians  would 
come  out  and  build  a  place  of  worship  for 
themselves,  where  they  could  choose  their 
own  minister  or  join  an  Independent  party, 
and  thus  the  Independents  in  England  were 
greatly  increased. 

"  There  was  no  Presbyterian  minister 
settled  in  Chester  since  Mr.  Henry  until 
about  twelve  years  since — you.  Sir,  know 
the  time — when  the  Lancashire  Presbytery 
formed  a  Home  Missionary  Station  there. 
Mr.  Shaw,  now  of  Belfast,  was  the  first 
minister,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Reed, 
now  in  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  Blelloch,  now 
in  Crew.  Mr.  Sloan,  from  your  College, 
was  the  first  ordained  Presbyterian  minister 
in  Chester  since  Mr.  Henry.  The  new 
church  now  built,  with  its  present  minister, 
is  well  known  to  most  of  your  readers. 

"  If  you  think  this  worthy  of  a  place  in 
your  "  Messenger,"  you  can  use  it  as  you 
please,  or  any  part  of  it. 

"  Yours,  &c., 

"  J.  H." 


To  this  interesting  letter  of  our  corre- 
spondent we  add  the  following  passage  from 
a  letter  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Murray  to  the  yew 
York  Observer,  describing  a  visit  he  paid 
to  Chester  about  the  middle  of  last  summer. 

"  According  to  previous  arrangement,  in 
company  with  David  Stuart  of  Liverpool,  and 
George  H.  Stuart  of  Philadelphia,  brothers 
of  kindred  spirit,  we  met  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Phillips  in  the  city  of  Chester,  to  enter 
upon  our  missionary  tour  in  Xorth  Wales. 
And  before  leaving  this  old  Roman  town, 
we  resolved  to  see  the  sights,  and  to  learn 
something  of  its  religious  state.  Chester 
has  many  objects  to  interest  the  traveller, 
and  many  antique  relics  to  excite  his  wonder. 

"Fable  ascribes  the  origin  of  the  city  to 
the  grandson  of  Japhet:  why  not  ascribe 
it  to  the  "  vagabond  "  Cain  at  once  ?  But 
authentic  history  gives  its  origin  before  the 
Christian  era,  an;l  ascribes  the  building  of 
its  walls  to  the  Romans.  Its  wall  is  its 
greatest  curiosity.  It  encloses  the  city 
proper,  is  nearly  two  miles  in  circumference, 
and  forms  a  delightful  promenade  for  citi- 
zens and  travellers.  And  around  it  was 
fought  many  a  fierce  battle,  when  the  British 
tribes  sought  to  expel  their  Roman  in- 
vaders, during  the  ages  of  conflict  between 
the  Britons  and  Saxons ;  and  during  the 
rising  of  the  Barons,  and  the  wars  of  the 
Roses,  and  the  quarrels  between  the  priestly 
and  civil  power,  which  resulted  in  the 
establishment  of  the  British  constitution. 
And  as  we  walked  over  this  wall, — yet  in 
such  a  wonderful  state  of  preservation,  and 
went  in  and  out  through  the  '  North  Gate,' 
the  '  East  Gate,'  the  '  Water  Gate,'  we 
reverted,  in  thought,  to  the  past,  and  could 
almost  see  the  wild  Welsh  thundering  at 
these  gates,  and  seeking  to  scale  the  walls, 
and  then  fleeing  before  the  more  disci- 
plined legions  of  their  Roman  or  Saxon 
conquerors. 

"  But  this  Roman  wall,  with  its  antique 
towers,  has  been  often  described.  And  so 
have  been  the  antique  '  Rows,' — the  curi- 
ously carved,  gable-ended  houses, — the  old 
Cathedral,  the  Priory  in  ruins, — and  the 
time-worn  church  of  St.  John,  nearly  one 
thousand  years  old.  These  had  but  little 
attractions  for  us  in  comparison  with  the 
lowly  and  unpretending  building  in  which 
Matthew  Henry  preached.  Driving  up  a 
narrow  street,  we  came  to  a  narrower  pas- 
sage, before  which  our  driver  stopped. 
Getting  out  of  our  carriage  we  entered  the 
passage,  and  at  the  end  of  it  was  the  church, 
or,  as  they  call  it  here,  the  chapel,  we  sought. 
The  polite  sexton  was  there  to  show  us  all 
we  wished  to  see.  There  was  the  very  pulpit 
in  which  he  preached,  and  we  sat  down 
in  it,  and  thought  of  the  great  and  good 
man  who  once  filled  it.  And  there  is  the 
very  room  in  which  he  wrote  his  Commen- 


374 


THE  BRISTOL  MIRACLE. 


taries,  and  there  is  the  plain  oaken  table 
on  which  he  wrote,  and  the  high-back  chair 
on  which  he  sat  !  And  there  is  the  small 
closet  which  contained  most  of  his  library ! 
And  from  this  small  room  have  gone  forth 
those  works  which  will  abide,  for  the  edifi- 
cation of  the  Church  of  God,  so  long  as  the 
world  lasts!  And  there,  in  Trinity  Church 
grave-yard,  very  near  to  the  scene  of  his 
study  and  preaching,  lie  the  mortal  remains 
of  the  great  commentator,  whose  Commen- 
tary, next  to  the  Bible,  has  been  the  book 
of  many  of  the  best  ministers  who  have 
preached  the  Gospel  in  the  English  language 
for  nearly  a  century  and  a  half.  His  preface 
to  its  first  edition  is  dated  '  Chester,  Oct.  2, 
1706,'  and  was  no  doubt  written  in  this 
narrow  room. 

" '  What  will  you  take  for  one  of  these 
chairs,'  we  asked  the  sexton.  '  I  could  get 
£50  for  one,'  said  he,  but  I  cannot  sell 
them.'  The  love  of  relics  is  instinctive,  and 
what  a  monstrous  system  of  fraud  and  folly 
the  Papists  have  erected  on  it.  '  What 
doctrines  are  preached  here  now  ?'  we  again 
asked.  '  Our  minister  is  a  Unitarian,'  was 
the  reply.  '  And  are  his  doctrines  the  same 
as  those  of  Matthew  Henry,  who  preached 
in  this  pulpit,  and  wrote  his  Commentary 
in  this  room?'  we  asked  again.  'Oh  no, 
said  the  sexton,  'they  differ  very  much!' 
And  they  do  differ  very  much !  What  a 
pity — shame — disgrace — that  the  church, 
pulpit,  study,  rendered  sacred  by  the  occu- 
pancy of  Matthew  Henry,  should  be  per- 
verted and  desecrated  to  the  service  and 
purposes  of  Unitarianism  1  Yet  so  it  is. 
Will  it  be  always  so  ? 

"  Although  not  in  Wales  proper,  the  skirt 
of  the  heavy  cloud  which  poured  down  upon 
the  Principality  a  flood  of  mercy,  has  ex- 
tended over  Chester,  and  has  shed  down  upon 
its  churches  the  gently  distilling  rain. 

"  From  the  chapel  of  Matthew  Henry  we 
went,  sorrowing,  to  the  depot,  and  were 
soon  away  for  Denbigh." 


THE  BRISTOL  MIRACLE. 

We  are  invited  to  the  pure  atmosphere  of 
philanthropy,  by  another  annual  narrative 
of  that  extraordinary  undertaking:  called  the 
New  Orphan  Houses  at  Ashley  Down.  We 
know  not  if  local  readers  take  the  same  in- 
terest in  the  work  which  Mr.  Muller  directs 
as  those  at  a  distance.  We  can  only  assure 
them  that  they  have  a  miracle  at  their  own 
door,  compared  with  which  all  the  counter- 
feits passing  by  that  name  are  not  worthy 
to  be  mentioned.  It  is  now  twenty-four  years 
since  this  humble  stranger,  whose  name  is  a 
household  word,  came  to  Bristol.  Pro- 
vidence seems  to  have  commissioned  him — 
far  more  directly  than  the  right  rev.  legis- 


lators who  specially  claim  that  distinction — 
to  teach  and  train  a  class  who  have  the 
strongest  claim  to  human  sympathy  and 
succour.  He  came  as  the  orphan's  friend 
and  advocate.  Small  enough  were  the  be- 
ginnings; but,  as  he  himself  tells  us,  often 
and  fervently,  he  relied  upon  a  source  that 
never  fails  those  who  rightly  seek  it  for 
right  objects.  When  we  find  him  providing 
for  300  orphans  we  are  surprised  at  bis 
success,  while  he  himself  thinks  it  small, 
and  boldly  invites  700  to  a  new  and  larger 
structure.  Now  he  is  actually  building 
accommodation  to  take  as  many  as  1,150  ! 
This  will  cost  £23,000,  and  an  additional 
yearly  expense  of  about  £5,200  more  for 
the  support  of  these  450  additional  orphans. 
Does  any  one  ask  how  and  when  this  money 
is  to  be  raised?  Mr.  Muller  has  a  satis- 
factory answer.  His  balance  sheet  of  the 
building  fund  shows  that  he  has  ^£21,282 
on  hand.  Every  day  brings  him  fresh  sup- 
plies. "  I  look,"  he  says,  "  with  peace  and 
comfort  to  the  coming  year,  though  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  its  expenses  will  be 
far  greater  still,  and  that  £25,000  will  be 
required  to  carry  me  through  it."  This 
will  be  readily  believed  when  we  add  his 
summary  of  the  3,54:2  donations  to  the  or- 
phans entered  in  his  account  books.  There 
were,  he  tells  us,  1,494  under  5s.,  560  above 
5s.  and  not  exceeding  10s.,  614  above  10s. 
and  not  exceeding  £1,  288  above  £1  and 
not  exceeding  £2,  411  above  £2  and  not 
exceeding  £5,  93  above  £5  and  not  exceed- 
ing £10,  49  above  £10  and  not  exceeding 
£20,  10  above  £20  and  under  £50,  11  of 
£50,  1  of  £59  10s.  9d.,  1  of  £62  17s.,  1  of 
£89  5s.,  1  of  £96  12s.  3d.,  5  of  £100,  2  of 
£500,  and  1  of  £1,500. 

The  balance-sheet  of  expenses  is  even 
more  wonderful.  It  begins  with  a  credit  in 
hand  of  £7,471,  and  ends  with  a  total  in- 
come of  £17,058.  The  current  expenses 
have  been  £7,699,  and  there  is  a  balance  to 
begin  the  year  of  no  less  than  £9,358 ! 
Yet  this  is  not  all  the  finance  of  the  insti- 
tution Besides  the  orphans,  Mr.  Muller 
has  four  other  objects — schools,  mission- 
aries. Scripture  circulation,  &c. —  for  which 
an  income  of  £10,010  was  received  during 
the  year,  and  a  balance  remained  of  £2,392. 
The  grand  total  is  £72,182,  and  of  balances 
(cash  in  hand)  we  have  an  amount  which 
even  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  might 
envy— the  sum  being  £33,033. 

We  have  yet  to  hear  Mr.  Muller's  account 
of  the  way  in  which  this  money  is  received. 
It  comes  from  all  parts,  not  only  of  Eng- 
land, but  of  Europe,  America,  and  the  Bri- 
tish colonies.  Much  of  it  is  in  small  sums, 
under  5s.  each,  and  a  considerable  amount 
is  in  pictures,  jewellery,  articles  of  clothing, 
&c.  By  the  sale  of  the  latter  articles  £656 
has  been  realised  for  the  year,  and  £5,646 
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since  the  beginning.  Very  large  sums, 
however,  are  continually  arriving — as,  one 
of  £3,000,  "  left  entirely  at  my  own  dis- 
posal," another  of  £2,700,  another  of  £1,500, 
several  of  £100  and  £50.  A  Dutch  baroness 
sends  £85  13s.  Id.,  and  a  contributor  is 
mentioned  who  gives  an  Australian  deben- 
ture bond  of  £100  stock.  Here  is  Mr. 
Muller's  own  statement: — "Some  indi- 
viduals send  donations  week  after  week, 
others  put  by  for  every  order  or  every  pay- 
ment they  receive  in  business,  and  send  the 
amount  from  time  to  time.  One  Christian 
gentleman  has  now  for  about  eight  years 
sent  me  £5  each  month.  Another  donor, 
though  with  an  income  of  only  about  £400 
a-year,  has,  for  about  six  years  past,  given 
me  nearly  one  half  of  it.  A  baker,  in  Worces-  • 
tershire,  sends  me  one  penny  for  each  sack 
of  flour  be  bakes.  Another  donor,  labouring 
day  by  day,  and  month  after  month,  and 
year  after  year,  in  prayer,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  orphans,  trusting  himself  in  the  Lord 
for  all  he  needs  as  a  servant  of  Christ,  sends 
me  the  fifth  part  of  all  he  receives,  which 
sometimes  has  amounted  to  £7,  £9,  yea, 
£14,  or  more,  per  month.  Another  indi- 
vidual has  recently  begun  to  send  me,  week 
after  week,  the  tenth  part  of  his  business 
profits.  And  many  persons  in  business, 
and  professional  persons,  send  me  donations 
as  the  Lord  is  pleased  to  prosper  them. 
There  are  a  few  who  have  helped  me,  with- 
out interruption,  to  a  greater  or  less  degree, 
for  twenty-six  years  in  this  work  ;  but  by 
far  the  greater  number  of  donors  have  been 
raised  up  during  the  last  ten  years." 

A  faith  like  this,  producing  such  grand 
results,  disarms  all  criticism.  We  yield  at 
once  to  its  influence,  and  join  in  the  praise 
it  has  evoked.  Mr.  Muller  says,  "  Without 
applying  to  any  one,  simply  stating  my  in- 
tentions in  the  reports,  and  following  up 
this  by  prayer — daily  prayer — believing 
prayer — I  received  the  whole  amount  ori- 
ginally considered  needful  for  this  enlarge- 
ment." He  also  tells  us  that  £50  a  day 
will  be  required  this  year,  and  still  more  as  j 
the  work  proceeds.  We  know  no  more 
touching  spectacle  than  this  truly  apostolic 
man  at  the  head  of  such  an  enterprise 
without  any  of  the  noisy  fame  of  the  world 
dinning  his  ears  and  ministering  to  his 
vanity — without  even  a  provision  for  his 
personal  wants — (he  has  no  fixed  salary  or  [ 
allowance)  with  scarcely  a  thought  but  that 
of  the  sublime  objects  to  which  his  life  is 
devoted.  The  career  of  such  a  man,  though 
it  reads  like  a  romance,  is  more  miraculous  j 
than  anything  we  know  in  modern  times.  ' 
We  cannot  doubt  that  his  future,  remem- 
bering their  source  and  dependence,  will 
fully  equal  his  past  experiences,  and  render 
his  name  still  more  memorable  in  the  city 
of  his  adoption. 


A  THANKFUL  SPIRIT. 

Some  of  our  readers  will  peruse  the  folio  w- 
ing  letter  with  interest  and  profit.  It  was 
not  written  for  publication,  but  the  Lord 
may  make  it  useful  for  the  edification  of 
his  own  people.  The  friend  who  kindly 
sent  it  to  us  says  :  — 

"  The  enclosed  letter,  from  a  deeply 
tried  and  experienced  Christian  in  Scot- 
land, was  sent  to  me  the  other  day, 
along  with  two  others,  for  my  perusal. 
If  you  think  with  me  that  it  is  valuable, 
and  can  find  space  for  it  in  "  The  Mes- 
senger," it  may,  perhaps,  prove  a  bless- 
ing to  some  souls.  I  have  copied  it,  and 
I  forward  it  to  you  almost  entirely  as 
I  received  it.  You  can  do  with  it  as  you 
think  proper." 

I  ,  October  I9th,  1860. 

My  Dear  Brother,  —  I  was  verj' 
glad  to  receive  your  kind  and  interesting 
letter.  I  value  exceedingly  the  Christian 
friendship  and  brotherhood  which  the 
Lord  permits  me  to  enjoy.  I  value  ex- 
ceedingly your  own  ;  but  I  desire  grace 
ever  to  refer  it  all  to  the  fountain,  and 
to  be  flung  back  more  than  ever  on  the 
inestimable  friendship  of  the  Blessed 
One. 

Dear  brother,  if  it  be  sweet  to  have  a 
friend — another  poor,  trembling  heart 
like  our  own,  to  whom  we  can  unbosom 
sorrow,  assured  that  all  will  be  looked 
at  through  the  medium  of  a  loving  eye, 
and  where  no  help  can  be  given,  sympa- 
thy, at  least,  will  be  felt  ;  if  this  be  pre- 
cious, who  can  tell  the  preciousness 
of  the  sympathizing  love  of  Jesus,  who 
can  feel  as  well  as  help,  who  can  deal 
with  us  so  gently  and  so  wisely.  No 
eye  scans  us  with  such  gentle  love  as 
Jesus.  Oh  to  have  faith  always  as  well 
in  the  love  of  his  heart  as  in  the  power 
of  his  hand. 

There  is  a  little  matter  I  would  like  to 
bring  before  you,  dear  brother,  as  having 
been  used  of  the  Lord  to  be  exceedingly 
helpful  to  me;  and  although,  perhaps,  not 
needing  it  so  much  as  I  was,  it  may 
possibly  be  useful  to  you.  Its  benefit  to 
me  is  incalculable.  It  is  simply  this. 
Remember  to  praise  God  quite  as  much 
as  to  pray.  Now  this  is  clearly  scrip- 
tural. You  will  find  in  Scripture  far 
more  exhortations  to  praise  than  to 
praver.  The  Psalms  abound  with  them, 
line  upon  line,  line  upon  line.  God  is 
served  by  praise.  Psalm  1.  23.    It  is 


376 


SOWING  AND  REAPING. 


specially  the  Christian's  gi-eat  service. 
Heb.  xiii.  15  ;  1  Peter  ii.  5 — 9.  Now  in 
looking  at  my  own  conduct  in  reference 
to  this,  I  found  it  sadly  neglected.  My 
heart  was  little  attuned  to  the  blessed 
service  of  thanksgiving.  I  had  infinite 
cause  for  thankfulness,  but,  alas  !  a 
thankless  heart.  I  have  sought  to  have 
this  altered,  and  with  happy  results.  I 
seek  the  spirit  of  praise  quite  as  much 
as  of  prayer,  and  desire  to  cherish  the 
feeling  of  happy  thankfulness  for  mercies 
enjoyed,  as  well  as  believing  prayer  for 
mercies  needed.  Ofttimes  when  my  cold 
heart  cannot  get  into  communion  through 
the  gates  of  praj'er,  I  turn  to  the  gate  of 
praise,  and  in  a  minute  or  two  am  in  the 
glorious  presence.  In  certain  states  of 
soul,  when  the  enemy  rushes  on  me 
like  Behemoth,  and  threatens  to  swallow 
me  up,  I  fall  down  on  my  knees,  and 
drawing  near  to  God,  through  Jesus, 
begin  to  thank  God  for  his  mercies.  And 
as  the  heart  goes  over  the  boundless  and 
glorious  list,  it  begins  to  glow,  and  the 
enemy  is  driven  off.  Ofttimes  five  minutes' 
praise  is  blessed  with  a  success  that  an 
hour's  praying  fails  to  receive.  Now,  we 
have  always  matter  for  thankfulness  ;  and 
however  low  we  are,  let  us  begin  there 
and  come  to  God  in  our  reality,  and 
praise  Him  heartily  for  whatever  bless- 
ing we  feel  laid  on  our  hearts,  I  mean 
blessing  in  Christ  Jesus.  And  oh,  as 
faith  gazes  on  that  face,  brighter  than 
the  sun  in  his  strength,  and  listens  to 
that  voice,  soft  as  the  murmur  of  many 
waters,  telling  out  the  tenderness  of  His 
grace,  the  soul  becomes  as  the  chariots  of 
Amminadib,  and  is  caught  up  into  hea- 
ven and  brought  very  near.  There  is 
never  between  us  and  the  joy  of  God's 
presence  any  wall  but  the  wall  of  un- 
belief. Alas,  that  we  ever  cherish  and 
fondle  it,  and  do  our  blessed  Saviour,  and 
the  brethren,  and  ourselves  this  great 
wrong.  For  God  is  glorified,  and  others 
are  helped,  and  our  souls  are  blessed, 
precisely  as  we  live  in  happy  fellowship 
with  our  heavenly  Father. 

Dear  brother,  you  may  know  all  about 
this  far  better  than  I  do,  yet  I  would 
like  to  suggest  your  trying  what  benefit 
you  might  find  in  seeking  to  abound  in 
faith  with  thanksgiving.  Say  that  for  a 
week  you  give  up  your  heart  to  praise 
God  for  Jesus  in  all  the  relations  in 
which  you  feel  you  can  lay  hold  on  him. 
In  business,  let  your  heart  glance  up 
every  spare  half-minute,  just  in  a  gleam 
of  thankfulness,  and  one  word  of  praise. 


By  the  way,  to  and  from  home,  give  up 
your  heart  to  praise  alone.  At  table 
let  your  wife  and  yourself  provoke  each 
other  to  gratitude  and  praise,  by  con- 
versing on  the  excellencies  of  Jesus,  and 
of  Jesus  as  all  your  own.  This  does  not 
interfere  with  your  seasons  of  prayer. 
And,  after  the  week,  1  am  sure  you  will 
see  occasion  to  seek  God's  gift  of  the 
spirit  of  praise,  as  well  as  of  prayer. 
When  I  blow  out  my  candle  in  the  even- 
ing, and  sit  gazing  into  the  red  coals  for 
an  hour,  and  letting  the  heart  wander 
amid  all  the  revelations  of  Divine  love, 
back  into  a  past  eternity,  forward  into  a 
coming  eternity,  to  Calvary,  to  heaven  ; 
'taking  everything  only  in  connection 
with  Jesus,  and  with  Jesus  as  God's 
gift  to  me,  mv  heart  begins  to  burn 
within  me,  selfish  and  temporal  griefs 
disappear,  Jesus  himself  fills  my  heart; 
and  if  any  one  were  to  offer  me  a  king- 
dom for  every  sorrow  I  have,  I  could  at 
such  times  scarcely  manage  honestly  to 
muster  a  single  one. 

Dear  brother,  try  it.  When  Satan 
casts  us  into  prison,  and  puts  our  feet 
fast  in  the  stocks,  let  us  sing  praises  to 
God  at  midnight,  and  very  soon  God 
will  send  his  angel,  and  there  shall  be 
an  earthquake,  and  our  chains  shall  fall 
off,  and  our  souls  be  restored  to  liberty. 

"  O  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord 
for  his  goodness !  "  Yes,  that  is  our 
crying  want,  the  want  of  a  heart  ever 
attuned  to  this  blessed  work  of  heaven. 

With  heartiest  love,  ...  I  am, 
my  dear  brother. 

Yours,  humbly  and  affectionately, 

J.  D. 


SOWING  AND  REAPING. 

Sow  with  a  generous  hand  ; 

Pause  not  for  toil  or  pain  ; 
Weary  not  through  the  heat  of  summer, 

Weary  not  tlirough  the  cold  spring  rain  ; 
But  wait  till  autumn  comes 

For  the  sheaves  of  golden  grain. 

Scatter  the  seed  and  fear  not, 

A  table  will  be  spread  j 
What,  though  you  are  too  vfeary 

To  eat  your  hard-earned  bread  ; 
Sow,  while  the  earth  is  broken, 

For  the  weary  must  be  fed. 
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Sow  while  the  seeds  are  lying 
In  the  warm  earth's  bosom  deep, 

And  your  warm  tears  fall  upon  it, 
They  will  stir  in  their  quiet  sleep  ; 

And  the  green  blades  rise  the  quicker, 
Perchance,  for  the  tears  you  weep. 

Then  sow; — for  the  hours  are  fleeting, 
And  the  seed  must  fall  to-day  ; 

And  care  not  what  hands  shall  reap  it, 
Or  if  you  shiU  have  passed  away 

Before  the  waving  corn  fields 
Shall  gladden  the  sunny  day. 

Sow,  and  look  onward,  upward, 
Where  the  starry  light  appears, 

Where,  in  spile  of  the  coward's  doubting. 
Or  your  own  heart's  trembling  fears, 

You  shall  reap  in  joy  the  harvest 
You  have  sowed  to-day  in  tears. 

Adelaide  Anne  Procter. 


THE  ARK  OF  THE  COVENANT. 

"Arise,  O  Lord,  into  thy  rest ;  thou, 
and  the  ark  of  thy  strength."  The 
strong  ark,  the  symbol  of  thy  majesty  : 
strong,  when  thou  art  with  it ;  feeble, 
when  thy  presence  is  withheld.  The 
prominent  truth  here  is  this  :  God  is  not 
invited  to  occupy  his  own  temple,  except 
in  connection  with  this  gracious  symbol. 
What  is  this  bond  of  union  between 
God  and  the  ark?  Let  me  explain  it. 
Within  the  ark  were  laid  up  the  tables 
of  the  law,  which  man  has  broken.  If  I 
look,  therefore,  into  the  ark,  I  see  God, 
as  a  God  of  justice,  demanding  obedience 
to  his  law ;  and  I  hear  a  voice  sounding 
forth,  "  Cursed  is  every  one  that  con- 
tinueth  not  in  all  things  which  are 
written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do 
them."  The  covering  of  the  ark  was  the 
mercy-seat.  If  I  look,  therefore,  on  that 
lid,  God  is  revealed  to  me  as  one  who  de- 
lights in  mercy.  Wlien  God,  seated  on 
his  glorious  throne,  bends  his  eye  on  the 
ark  of  the  covenant,  the  law  we  had 
violated  is  concealed  from  his  view  by  the 
mercy-seat  sprinkled  with  atoning  blood. 
The  ark  thus  represents  to  us  the  great 
mystery  of  redemption.  It  shows  us 
how  wonderfully  the  Divine  attributes 
harmonise  in  the  Gospel  scheme,  and 
that  this  union  is  accomplished  through 
sacrificial  blood.  "  Mercy  and  truth  are 
I   . 
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met  together  ;  righteousness  and  peace 
have  kissed  each  pther." — The  Pilgrim 
Psalms.    Rev.  Dr.  M'Michael. 


ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  SCRIPTURE. 

THE   HOUSE  UPON  THE  SAND. 

**  And  every  one  that  heareth  these  sayings  of 
mine,  and  doeth  them  not,  shall  be  liljened  unto  a 
foolish  man,  which  built  his  house  upon  the  sand  : 
And  the  rain  descended,  and  the  floods  came,  and 
the  winds  blew,  and  beat  upon  that  house  ;  and  it 
fell,  and  great  was  the  fall  of  it." — Mait.  Tii. 
26,  27. 

A  SUDDEN  but  violent  storm  arose,  and 
loud  thunder  echoed  through  the  moun- 
tains. "  The  brow  of  the  hill  whereon 
their  city  (the  city  of  Nazareth)  was 
built,  was  every  moment  gleaming  as  the 
lightning  flashed.  The  rain  fell  in  tor- 
rents ;  and  in  the  course  of  an  hour  a 
river  flowed  past  the  convent  door,  along 
what  lately  was  a  dry  and  quiet  street. 
In  the  darkness  of  the  night  we  heard 
loud  shrieks  for  help.  The  flood  carried 
away  baskets,  logs  of  wood,  tables,  and 
fruit  stands.  At  length,  a  general  alarm 
was  given.  Two  houses,  built  on  the 
sand,  were  undermined  by  the  water, 
and  both  fell  tO(i;ether,  while  the  people 
in  them  escaped  with  difficulty.  It  was 
impossible  not  to  pity  these  poor  house- 
less creatures,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to 
thank  God  we  were  in  a  secure  building." 
— A  Sunday  at  Nazareth. 

FAITH   AND  WORKS. 

"  Yea,  a  man  may  siy,  thou  hast  faith,  and  I 
have  works  :  show  me  thy  faith  « ithout  thy  works, 
and  I  will  show  thee  my  faith  by  my  works." 
—James  ii.  18. 

The  Ferryman's  Illustration. — Two 
gentlemen  were  one  day  crossing  the  river 
in  a  ferry-boat.  A  dispute  about  faith 
and  works  arose ;  one  saying  that  good 
works  were  of  small  importance,  and 
that  faith  was  everything ;  the  other 
asserting  the  contrary.  Not  being  able 
to  convince  each  other,  the  ferryman,  an 
enlightened  Christian,  asked  permission 
to  give  his  opinion.  Consent  being 
granted,  he  said,  "  I  hold  in  my  hand 
two  oars.  That  in  my  right  hand  I  call 
'  faith,' the  other,  in  my  left,  'works.' 
Now,  gentlemen,  please  to  observe,  I  pull 
the  oar  of  faith,  and  pull  that  alone. 
See  !  the  boat  goes  round  and  round, 
and  the  boat  makes  no  progress.  I  do 
the  same  with  the  oar  of  works,  and 
with  a  precisely  similar  result, — no  ad- 
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vance.  Mark  !  I  pull  both  together,  we 
go  on  apace,  and  in  a  very  few  minutes 
we  shall  be  at  our  landing-place.  So,  in 
my  humble  opinion,"  he  added,  "faith 
without  works,  or  works  without  faith, 
will  not  suffice.  Let  there  be  both,  and 
the  haven  of  eternal  rest  is  sure  to  be 
reached." 

As  the  flower  is  before  the  fruit,  so  is 
faith  before  good  works. 

Faith  is  the  parent  of  works,  and  the 
children  will  bear  a  resemblance  to  the 
parent. 

It  is  not  enough  that  the  inward  works 
of  a  clock  are  well  constructed,  and  also 
the  dial-plate  and  hands;  the  one  must 
act  on  the  other,  the  works  must  regulate 
the  movement  of  the  hands. — Archbishop 
Whately. 

WATER  OP  THE  NILE. 

"  And  the  Ejjyptiaus  shall  lothe  to  drink  of  the 
water  of  the  river." — ExoD.  Tii.  18. 

This  was  a  severe  infliction,  especially 
when  we  consider  the  great  estimation  in 
which  the  water  of  the  Nile  was  held, 
and  the  peculiar  delight  which  the 
Egyptians  expressed  in  partaking  of  it. 
Of  this  circumstance  the  following  is  a 
remarkable  instance: — "The  water  is 
fresh,  without  any  brackish  intermixture  ; 
but  the  overflowing  stream  being  then  at 
its  height,  was  deeply  impregnated  with 
mud  ;  that,  however,  did  not  deter  the 
thirsty  mariners  from  drinking  of  it  pro- 
fusely. I  shall  never  forget  the  eagerness 
with  which  they  let  down  and  pulled  up 
the  pitcher,  and  drank  off  its  contents, 
whistling  and  smacking  their  fingers,  and 
calling  out  '  Tayeep  !  tayeep  ! '  Good  ! 
good  !  as  if  bidding  defiance  to  the  whole 
world  to  produce  such  another  draught. 
Most  of  the  party,  induced  by  their  ex- 
ample, tasted  also  of  their  far-famed 
waters,  and  pronounced  them  of  the 
finest  relish,  notwithstanding  the  pollu- 
tion of  clay  and  mud  with  which  they 


were  contaminated  :  a  decision  which  we 
never  had  occasion  to  revoke.  The  water 
in  Albania  is  good,  but  the  water  of  the 
Nile  is  the  finest  in  the  World.  — 
Richardson's  Travels  along  the  Mediter- 
ranean. 


CHIPS. 

The  saints  are  sometimes  allowed  to  fall 
into  an  affliction,  to  preserve  them  from 
falling  in  with  a  temptation. 

Jesus  Christ  deserves  to  be  everything  or 
nothing  :  if  he  is  all  you  say  he  is,  how 
is  it  you  do  not  make  more  of  him  ?  If 
he  is  not,  why  do  you  talk  so  much  about 
him,  or  at  all  profess  him  ? 

Saving  faith  is  conquering  faith  ;  it  con- 
quers self,  sin,  Satan,  the  world,  and  death  : 
it  goes  on  in  its  warfare,  and  increases  its 
conquest,  until  crowned  with  glory. 

Never  lay  too  great  a  stress  upon  your 
own  usefulness,  or  perhaps  God  may  show 
you  that  he  can  do  without  you. 

What  wonderful  questions  children  often 
ask,  and  what  equally  wonderful  answers  do 
they  sometimes  give !  What  can  be  more 
touching  than  the  following  anecdote  : — A 
mother,  while  dressing  a  very  young  child, 
said,  "  You  are  such  a  lump  of  a  shape,  it  is 
impossible  to  make  anything  to  fit  you." 
The  lips  of  the  child  quivered,  and  looking 
up,  it  said,  in  a  sorrowful  tone,  "  God  made 
me!"  The  mother  was  rebuked,  and  the 
"  little  lump  "  was  kissed  a  dozen  times. 
"  God  made  me."  Had  the  wise  men  of  the 
world  pondered  on  a  fitting  answer  to  such 
a  careless'  remark,  for  a  century,  they  could 
not  have  found  a  better  than  this,  which 
flowed  naturally  and  spontaneously  from  the 
heart  of  this  little  child.  "  God  made  me, 
mother — it  is  not  my  fault  that  I  am  what 
you  seem  not  to  like — such  a  little  lump. 
God  made  me."  Blessings  on  thy  innocent 
heart,  sweet  child — of  such  is  the  kingdom 
of  heaven. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Eev.  George 
Smith,  dated  Swatow,  September,  1860. 

I  DULY  received  your  kind  note,  and  was 
glad  to  find  from  it  and  from  the  Report  of 
the  Synod's  proceedings,  that  Swatow  is 


now  looked  upon  as  part  and  parcel  of  the 
Church's  mission  in  China. 

##»#*# 

From  the  Chinese  new  year  to  the  pre- 
sent time  there  has  been  great  excitement 
among  the  native  population  of  Swatow. 
The  war  in  the  north,  the  stoppage  of 
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trade  at  Shanghai  owing  to  the  advance 
of  the  insurgents,  the  increase  in  the  custom 
dues  exacted  under  the  auspices  and  in- 
spectorship of  foreigners,  the  arrival  of  the 
British  Consul,  have  contributed  to  create 
and  foster  popular  excitement  against 
foreigners.  Throughout  the  seaboard  of 
this  district,  especially  from  Swatow  north- 
wards, there  is  very  bitter  feeUng  towards 
foreigners.  Proclamations  have  been  posted 
up  at  various  places,  and  latterly  in  Swatow 
itself,  of  the  most  inflammatory  character. 
By  the  grace  of  God  we  still  keep  our  hold 
on  Swatow  without  any  serious  molestation, 
although  our  operations  are  somewhat  cir- 
cumscribed. Still  fruit  is  beginning  to 
appear.  The  Gospel  is  beginning  to  take  a 
hold  on  the  people,  and  certainly  our 
labour  will  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord. 
Now  tliat  the  imperial  forces  in  the  north 
have  been  defeated,  the  moral  effect  will 
be  80  far  in  our  favour ;  but  we  need  not 
wonder,  although  it  takes  years  of  trying 
labour  to  gain  an  entrance  among  this 
people. 

The  people  here  know  little  of  submission 
to  imperial  authority,  and  tliey  are  jealous 
of  foreigners  intruding  upon  their  territory. 
We  who  are  here  for  Christ's  work  must 
live  out  the  prejudices  that  exist  against 
the  foreign  name.  Our  hands  have  been 
put  to  the  plough,  and  we  cannot  draw 
back.  May  the  Lord  grant  us  here,  and 
his  people  at  home,  more  faith  and  more  of 
the  spirit  of  prayer,  that  we  may  sow  in 
hope  and  look  up  for  showers  of  blessing 
to  descend. 

Mr.  Jones  continues  at  Tat-Hau-Pow  to 
teach  and  preach  with  the  amplest  oppor- 
tunities. With  best  wislies  for  your  health, 
bodily  as  well  as  spiritually, 

I  am  yours  sincerely, 

Geoege  Sjiith. 

From  the  Eev.  W.  S.  Swanson  : — 

Amoi/,  21st  Septemler,  1860. 

Mr  DEAB  Mb.  Mathesok, — I  am  sure 
you  will  all  have  been  happy  to  hear  of  our 
safe  arrival  here,  and  of  our  uniformly 
pleasant  and  comfortable  voyage.  Our 
residence  in  Amoy  has  been  most  agreeable 
to  Mrs.  Swanson  and  myself,  aud  the 
addition  to  our  numbers  which  the  Lord 
has  given  us,  while  increasing  our  responsi- 
bility, increases  also  our  comfort  and  our 
home  feelings  to  this  place. 

Since  I  wrote  last  we  have  been  busily 
engaged  with  the  study  of  the  language,  in 
whicli  I  hope  we  have  made  satisfactory 
progress.  The  acquiring  of  the  colloquial 
seems  to  be  very  difficult,  as  it  turns  out  to 
be  as  much  a  matter  of  time  aud  memoi-y 
as  of  hard  study.    In  this,  joined  with  the 


fact  that  it  seems  to  be  a  language  of  idioms, 
and  these  not  bearing  the  shghtest  re- 
semblance to  ours,  seems  to  consist  the 
main  difficulty  of  its  acquisition.  I  doubt 
not  that  you  and  many  of  the  Lord's 
people  have  been  stirred  up  to  pray  for  us, 
especially  regarding  this  matter  of  the 
language.  And  we  may  hope  that  you 
shall  have  an  abundant  answer. 

The  missionary  field,  at  least  in  its  de- 
tails, is  a  very  diiferent  thing  at  home  from 
what  it  is  here  on  the  spot,  and  so  in 
proportion  as  one  is  led  to  view  it  there 
may  he  be  expected  to  be  disappointed  or 
encouraged  on  seeing  it  here.  There  are 
some  truths  regarding  its  phases  which, 
represented  as  clearly  as  they  may,  can 
only  be  properly  known  here,  and  others, 
which  it  seems  almost  impossible  to  convey 
to  those  at  home  at  all.  On  our  coming 
here  we  found  the  truth  of  these  things, 
but  the  knowledge  of  them  has  only  served 
to  increase  our  love  for  the  field  and  our 
love  for  the  work.  If  the  field  as  it  is 
could  only  be  transported  to  our  dear 
friends  at  home,  and  a  full  view  of  it 
enjoyed,  how  much  more  zeal  might  it  not 
inspire,  and  to  what  increased  efforts  might 
it  not  give  the  impulse.  The  hearty  wel- 
come we  got  from  our  Chinese  brethren, 
the  warm  love  displayed  by  them,  the  zeal 
they  show  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
efforts  they  make  for  the  spread  of  his 
Gospel,  are  most  refreshing.  No  one  in 
presence  of  these  can  do  anything  else  than 
feel  that  here  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is. 
And  besides,  the  full  view  of  the  work  of 
our  own  dear  brethren,  the  self-sacrificing 
energy  of  those  that  remain,  with  the  graves 
of  those  that  have  gone  to  rest,  all  tend,  in 
the  hand  of  the  Lord,  to  make  us  feel  that 
there  is  an  intensely  active  life  in  missionary 
work ;  that  the  work  may  be  short,  but  the 
rest  beyond  is  sm-e  and  certain.  Pray  for 
us  that  all  these  things  may  "have  their 
abundant  fruit  in  each  of  our  cases. 

I  cannot  omit  telling  of  my  visits  to  the 
country  stations.  Some  weeks  ago,  in 
company  with  Dr.  Carnegie  and  Mr. 
Grant,  I  went  to  visit  Peh-chui-a  and 
Bay-pay.  We  left  Amoy  on  Thursday 
morning,  and  halted  at  Peh-chui-a  that 
night.  A  number  of  patients  were  here 
ready  for  the  doctor's  treatment,  and  were 
treated  accordingly.  We  saw  aU  the  old 
and  tried  members  of  the  Peh-chui-a 
Church,  some  of  whom  you  all  know  almost 
personally.  Although  I  could  hardly  speak 
a  word  to  be  understood  by  them,  yet  we 
did  understand  one  another  well.  We  aU 
had  worship  togetlier  in  "  an  upper  room," 
and  then  the  doctor  and  I  went  to  sleep  for 
the  night  in  the  "Gospel  Boat."  At  daylight 
next  morning  we  all  started  for  Bay-pay, 
and  enjoyed  much  our  walk  over  the  hills. 
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This,  as  well  as  other  parts  of  the  journey, 
has  been  so  often  described  to  you  that  I 
do  not  see  any  necessity  for  my  attempting 
a  description. 

At  Bay-pay  we  met  with  a  similar  warm 
reception,  and  the  doctor  found  many 
patients  waiting  his  arrival.  Upwards  of 
tifty  cases  were  treated,  and  some  operations 
performed.  Indeed,  during  the  whole  day 
the  medical  work  was  continued,  and  after 
worsliip  in  the  evening  we  still  found  new 
patients  arriving. 

With  the  whole  circumstances  of  these 
stations,  1  felt  particularly  pleased.  Their 
position  as  centres  of  many  villages  and 
towns,  with  an  enormous  population,  the 
spirit  of  energy  and  life  manifested  by  the 
Church,  and  the  pleasant  welcome  and 
hearty  greeting  of  brethren  in  the  Lord, 
tended  much  to  impress  on  me  not  only 
their  deeply  interesting  nature,  but  as  well 
too  their  high  importance  in  a  missionary 
point  of  view.  The  deep  feeling  manifested 
by  these  Christians  was  at  once  refreshing 
and  encouraging.  Oh !  how  encouraging. 
There  is  by  the  whole  Church  in  these 
places  manifested  a  warmth  and  a  zeal  that 
one  seldom  meets  even  at  home.  Some  of 
the  members  I  might  name,  whose  charac- 
ters impressed  me  much  ;  but  for  the  present 
suffice  it  to  say,  that  I  felt  not  only  an  in- 
crease of  hope,  but  an  increase  of  strength 
from  these  meetings. 

There  is  one  thing  of  very  high  import- 
ance that  very  much  impressed  me  on  this 
journey,  and  that  is  the  place  that  Dr. 
Carnegie  occupied  in  it.  The  invaluable 
assistance  rendered  by  a  medical  missionary 
to  the  work  of  Christ  was  abundantly  evi- 
dent. This  becomes  specially  important 
when  we  consider  the  circumstances  of  the 
places  visited.  They  see  no  foreigners,  and 
know  nothing  of  foreigners,  except  that  they 
sell  opium,  and  kidnap  Coolies  ;  and  when 
the  Missionary  visits  for  the  first  time,  it  is 
a  very  hard  task  (as  it  would  be  in  similar 
circumstances  at  home,)  to  convince  as  to 
the  nature  of  his  mission,  or  the  end  of  his 
coming.  It  requires  a  long  time  to  do  so. 
And  here  comes  in  our  medical  missionary. 
If  friends  at  home  had  seen  the  reception  we 
met  in  some  of  the  villages  on  our  way 
from  Bay-pay  to  Peh-chui-a,  it  would  con- 
vince them  of  the  invaluable  aid  which 
medical  agency  is  to  mission  work.  I 
have  thought  since  that  it  was  well  I  had 
thus  and  so  early  seen  its  bearing  on  our 
own  church's  special  work  ;  and  the  result 
is,  that  if  I  was  impressed  with  the  value 
of  medical  agency  before,  I  am,  tenfold  so 
now.  All  these  considerations  acquire 
double  force  when  your  medical  missionary 
is  a  man  filled  with  love  for  God  and  with 
devotion  to  his  cause  and  glory.  I  would, 
and  so  I  believe  would  all  my  brethren, 


deeply  deplore  any  conjunction  of  circum- 
stances that  would  remove  such  a  man  as 
Dr.  Carnegie  from  Amoy,  and  from  his  work 
in  connection  with  us  here.  I  am  happy  to 
think  that  the  probability  of  such  a  thing 
has  now  been  put  out  of  the  question. 

We  relumed  from  Bay-pay  to  Peh-chui-a 
on  Saturday  morning,  and  from  Peh-chui-a 
to  Amoy  in  the  course  of  that  day.  The 
precious  results  of  this  visit  as  regards  us 
may,  I  fondly  hope,  be  evinced  in  increased 
zeal  and  devotedness  to  the  work  of  the  Lord 
in  this  land. 

About  a  week  after,  on  Saturday  morning, 
I  left  with  Mr.  Talinage  on  a  visit  to  the 
church  at  Chioh-bay,  where  I  met  a  similar 
warm  welcome,  and  a  similar  exhibition  of 
love  and  zeal.  We  had  most  delightful 
meetings  there,  and  some  of  the  exercises  I 
could  partially  follow.  The  Sabbath  was 
marked  by  the  admission,  by  baptism,  of 
three  new  members  into  the  church  ;  to  me 
a  scene  most  solemn  and  impressive.  I 
am  sorry  that  I  have  not  lime  now  to  write 
more  in  detail  of  this  visit,  to  me  most  im- 
portant on  two  accounts,  both  on  account  of 
the  sight  of  such  a  flourishing  church,  and 
the  benefit  derived  from  the  experience  of 
such  a  devoted  servant  of  the  Lord  as  Mr. 
Talmage.  It  the  Lord  will,  I  may  at  some 
future  lime  write  far  more  particularly  of 
some  of  these  places. 

I  cannot,  however,  close  this  letter  with- 
out letting  you  know  of  a  case  of  great  per- 
secution to  one  of  our  church  members  at 
Bay-pay.  The  seventh  month  of  the  Chi- 
nese year  is  one  that  tries  our  Christian 
brethren  much.  During  that  month  (which 
has  just  closed)  various  rites  are  performed 
for  the  benefit  of  the  spirits  of  the  de- 
parted ;  and  to  procure  the  performance  of 
these  a  levy  is  made  on  all  and  sundry.  In 
such  an  idolatrous  habit  our  church  mem- 
bers' stand  has  always  been  resolute  refusal 
to  any  demands  for  money.  Oat  (Wat),  a 
member  of  the  Bay-pay  Church,  who  has 
formerly  suffered  much  in  loss  of  property 
for  his  faithfulness  to  his  God,  and  who 
lives  in  a  village  four  miles  distant  from  i 
Bay-pay,  was  called  upon  to  give  money  for 
these  idolatrous  practices.  He,  of  course,  . 
refused,  and  thereon  began  a  hot  and  fiery 
persecution  which,  while  I  write,  still  goes 
on.  Its  first  evidence  was  the  refusal  of 
water  from  the  public  well,  and  the  beating 
of  his  son  when  he  attempted  to  fetch  it. 
From  this  they  proceeded  to  harsher  mea- 
sures, cut  down  a  large  number  of  his  pine- 
trees,  which  form  a  very  considerable  portion 
of  his  property.  He  applied  to  the  local 
authorities,  and  requested  their  interference  ; 
but  from  this  there  is  now  little  hope  of  any 
benefit.  The  party  who  can  stand  the 
greatest  "  squeeze  "  for  dollars  will  be  the 
successful  one.    We  just  heard  yesterday. 
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that  the  men  of  the  village  were  cutting 
down  his  fruit-trees,  and  v.e  fear  he  may  be 
stripped  of  all.  Some  years  ago  he  lost  his 
cow  by  persecution,  and  now  100  dollars 
would  be  required  to  mike  up  his  losses. 
This  whole  case  is  particularly  trying  to  the 
Church  here,  and  to  us.  It  serves  to  show 
the  wretched  policy  of  this  country,  and 
would  almost  force  us  to  believe  that  its 
destruction  (the  destruction  of  its  govern- 
ment) was  not  far  off.    Piay  for  us. 

At  Anhai,  on  Sabbath  week,  Mr. 
Douglas  and  Mr.  Grant  baptized  four  men 
on  board  the  "  Gospel  Boat."  This  is  the 
first  instance  of  baptism  there,  and  as  such 
was  especially  refreshing  to  us  all.  T  know 
that  our  friends  at  home  will  be  particularly 
deligiited  with  this  intelligence. 

Mr.  Douglas  and  Mr.  Mackenzie  have 
gone  to  Formosa.  A  free  passage  was  offered ; 
and  as  we  all  thought  that  Mr.  Douglas  vory 
much  required  the  rest  and  invigorating 
effects  of  such  a  voyage,  and  as  well  that  he 
might  see  what  the  field  there  was,  he  availed 
himself  of  the  offer,  and,  accompanied  by  our 
dear  brotl-.er  Mackenzie,  left  on  Tuesday 
morning  last. 

I  must  now  close.    With  desires  for  the 
spread  of  the  kingdom  amongst  you, 
I  remain,  yours  ever, 

W.  S.  SWANSOX. 


OUR  RELATIONS  WITH  THE 
TAI  PINGS. 

Amoy,  September  4,  1830. 

DE.\r.  Sir, — Some  months  ago  the  Taiping 
insurrection  seemed  almost  ready  to  die  out, 
but  of  late  we  have  been  astonished  by  a 
rapid  succession  of  victories,  which  have 
brought  the  country  between  Nankin  and 
Shanghai  (the  richest  part  of  China)  under 
the  sway  of  the  Taiping  kingdom.  At  th'? 
same  time,  the  visits  of  missionaries  to 
them,  and  the  translation  of  their  latest 
books,  have  thrown  a  flood  of  light  on  their 
internal  condition.  As  all  the  China  news- 
papers have  been  full  of  this  subject,  I  doubt 
not  that  your  columns  have  also  contained 
abundant  details.  I  doubt  not  that  many  of 
your  readers  have  been  giving  thanks  to 
God  that  Hung-jin,  a  member  of  a  mission 
church,  of  tried  character,  and  well  instructed 
in  the  Word,  now  sits,  by  the  title  of  Kan- 
Wang,  or  Shield  King,  as  the  second  ruler 
in  the  new  kingdom;  that  by  his  example 
and  his  publications  he  has  been  infusing  a 
new  spirit  of  religious  earnestness  among 
these  victorious  multitudes,  and  recalling 
them  to  greater  purity  of  faith  and  life.  It 
would  seem,  indeed,  that  as  tlieir  fortunes 
waned  when  the  Eastern  king  (now  dead) 
put  forth  his  blasphemous  pretensions,  so 


now  their  rapid  triumphs  may  be  connected 
with  the  new  impulse  given  to  the  religious 
life,  the  soul  and  heart  of  the  movement. 

These  tilings,  along  wiih  the  invitations 
to  missionaries,  sent  by  t.vo  of  their  kings, 
and  many  other  proofs  of  their  friendliness 
to  foreigners,  had  raised  great  hopes,  which 
have  received  a  painful  check  by  the  news  of 
the  sad  collision  at  Shanghai  between  them 
and  the  allied  forces.  By  the  time  this 
reaches  you,  you  will  probably  have  later 
news  ;  my  remarks  apply  only  to  the  state 
of  matters  up  to  August  20ili,  our  latest 
date.  But  the  policy  indicated  by  tint 
hostile  collision,  and  by  the  co.ntemptous 
bearing  -of  the  plenipotentiaries  towards 
the  Taipings,  seems  to  augur  a  course  of 
active  hostility  towards  the^i.  They  still 
desire  to  be  friendly  towards  us.  They  have 
abimdantly  proved  this  by  their  words  and 
their  aciiuns.  One  of  the  last  items  of  news 
was  that  they  still  contrived  to  cou«ey  pro- 
clamations into  Shanghai  announcing  their 
friendliness  to  foreigners,  and  that  soma 
caught  in  this  pacific  action  were  slain  by 
the  French  soldiers.  We  have  treated  them 
as  robbers,  as  pirates  :  the  respectful  com- 
munications from  the  sovereign  rulers  of  a 
powerful  kingdom  have  been  returned  un- 
opened by  the  plenipotentiaries,  and  the 
messengers  beheadtd  by  the  Imperialists, 
who  could  not  hold  the  city  an  hour  but  for 
our  protection.  I  would  seek,  through  yen, 
to  call  on  all  who  value  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  to  call  on  our  Government  to  follow 
a  policy  of  non-intervention  between  Im- 
perialists and  insurgents.  Can  that  be  bad 
for  Asia  which  is  good  for  Europe?  Shall 
we  applaud  the  Tuscan  who  bursts  the  chain 
of  an  alien  tyrant,  and  the  Sicilian  who 
disowns  aliegiancc  to  a  less  alien  oppressor; 
and  shall  v/e  interfere  to  rivet  the  fetters  of 
the  Tartar  on  the  eighteen  provinces  of 
China?  It  is  vain  to  say  that  we  only 
protect  our  own  commerce.  The  repulse 
from  Shanghai  weakens  the  force  aiid  the 
prestige  of  the  Taipings;  and  while  we  hold 
that  city  we  shelter  Imperial  soldiers  and 
mandarins,  who  will  make  it  the  base  of 
operations  to  endeavour  the  recovery  of  v/hat 
they  have  lost.  Nay,  more,  we  deprive  the 
Taipings  of  their  only  good  outlet  for  trade 
and  inlet  for  the  instruments  of  war,  which 
the  Imperialists  obtain  easily.  Sardinia 
without  Genoa,  Tuscany  without  Leghorn, 
Egypt  without  Alexandria,  or  rather  with 
these  ports  in  an  enemy's  hand — such  Is  the 
Taiping  kingdom  without  Shanghai.  Yet, 
again,  whatever  trade  miy  remain,  we 
actually  assist  our  own  enemies  to  obtain  the 
customs.  We  have  forbid  our  subjects  to 
assist  in  collecting  the  dues  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  China;  and  those  who  had  been  so 
acting  have  had  to  resign,  under  a  warning 
(it  is  said)  that  it  would  now  be  treasonable 
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to  collect  (lues  for  a  state  with  which  we  are 
at  war  ;  and  yet  at  the  same  time  we  shed  the 
blood  of  our  countrymen  to  preserve  to  our 
enemies  that  very  city  where  the  most  valu- 
able customs  have  been  levied.  j 
We  much  fear  that  the  French  wish  to 
pick  a  quarrel  with  the  insurgents  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Romish  Church  and  the 
spread  of  French  influence.  Oh  may 
British  power  never  be  prostituted  to  sach 
purposes. 

Non-intervention  implies  that  where  the 
Taipings  have  established  their  sway  and 
come  in  contact  with  places  accessible  to  us, 
we  recognise  them  as  sovereigns  de  facto,  as 
indeed  an  independent  kingdom,  while  we 
are  at  war  with  the  Cabinet  of  Fekin  ;  and 
after  we  obtain  peace  vie  may  equally  main- 
tain friendly  relations  with  the  independent 
Court  of  Nankin,  which,  for  now  about  ten 
years,  has  kept  up  its  independence  ;  which 
riumbers*its  subjects  (as  far  as  we  can  learn) 
by  tens  of  millions;  which  seems  capable  of 
developing  an  abvmdant  trade  in  tea,  silk, 
&c.  ;  and  which  possesses,  to  a  large  extent, 
community  of  faith  with  ourselves — acknow- 
ledging, at  least,  the  Old  and  Nevr  Testa- 
ments 35  the  supreme  rule  of  faith. 

The  errors  which  remain  in  their  creed 
and  worship  are  not  wonderful  in  those  who 
have  obtained  so  little  light  to  illuminate  the 
darkness  of  ages.  Let  us  pray  earnestly  to 
the  God  of  all  grace  that  our  relations  to 
the  new  Taiping  kingdom  may  be  such  that 
our  more  abundant  light  may  have  that  free 
entrance  among  them  which  they  themselves 
desire,  so  that  all  the  darkness  may  soon  be 
dispelled. 

Carstairs  Douglas. 


CORFU. 


Miss  Webster  has  received  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  Mr.  Charteris,  dated 
Corfu,  November  1,  I860  :— 

Dear  Madam, — I  received  your  kind 
letter,  of  date  8lh  October. 

But  little  out  of  the  usual  course  has 
occurred  since  I  wrote  to  Mrs.  Patison. 
The  2nd  battalion  of  the  9tli  is  just  on 
the  eve  of  leaving  for  Cephalonia,  to 
allow  the  2nd  Queen's  to  return  to 
Corfu.  I  have  had  a  few  of  my  hearers, 
of  the  9th,  coming  to  see  m'e  before  they 
left,  some  of  them  by  invitation,  some  of 
them  spontaneously.  I  was  glad  to  be 
able  to  give  each  of  them  a  book  of  the 
Tract  Society's  publications,  which  I 
hope  may  convey  to  them  sound  Chris- 
tian instruction,  and  may  supplement,  in 
some  measure,  the  lack  of  public  ordi- 


nances. One  man  came  to  see  me,  who 
is,  I  hope,  a  reclaimed  drunkard — a  case 
very  rare.  His  colonel  sent  him  to  me 
to  exact  a  pledge  of  him  that  he  would 
totally  abstain,  saying,  that  if  he  could 
be  kept  from  drink  he  would  make  a  very 
good  soldier.  M'Nab  was  too  willing 
to  take  the  pledge.  He  seemed  to  be 
just  emerging  from  a  hard  drinking  bout, 
and  a  great  many  in  that  state  are  in 
such  horrors,  both  in  body  and  mind, 
that  they  resolve — quite  earnestly  for  the 
time  being — never  to  touch  liquor — never 
to  look  on  it  again.  I  said  I  could  not 
take  a  pledge  from  any  one  in  such  a 
state ;  but  that  I  would  go  with  him  to 
Mr.  Powis,  Secretary  of  the  Temperance 
Institute,  and  if  he  thought  proper  he 
might  allow  him  to  sign.  With  con- 
siderable hesitation,  and  only  at  the 
man's  earnest  request,  Mr.  Powis  allowed 
him  to  take  the  pledge  ;  and  glad  I  am 
to  say  that  it  has  been  kept  for  nearly 
twelve  months.  The  reformation,  even 
in  e.xternal  appearance,  has  been  very 
great ;  and  the  poor  fellow,  on  leaving, 
expressed  himself  in  such  a  way  as  to 
make  me  hope  that  a  good  work  was  at 
last  begun  in  the  heart.  This  change 
of  regiments  takes  from  us  Colonel  S — , 
who  commanded  at  Vido,  ar.d  who  Vi7as 
so  ready  to  forward  the  good  w^ork 
among  the  soldiers.  It  is  very  pleasant 
to  find  an  officer  of  his  rank  so  well  in- 
clined. I  hope  the  arrangements  he 
made  for  the  prayer  and  reading-room 
may  be  continued  by  his  successor  at 
Vido.  Ihe  prayer-meetings  are  beginning 
to  be  better  attended  than  they  were  in 
summer,  but  are  not  yet  so  lively  as 
they  were  twelve  months  ago.  There  is 
frequently  an  accession  to  their  number 
by  the  attendance  of  sailors  and  marines. 
We  have  a  fleet  of  seven  line-of-battle 
ships  in  the  harbour,  under  the  command 
of  Admiral  Martin,  whose  flag-ship  is  the 
Marlborough.  They  arrived  about  a 
week  ago. 

There  is  a  prayer-meeting,  consisting 
of  thirty-six  regular  members  ;  these  are 
but  few  among  so  many,  yet  it  is  pleas- 
ing to  know  that  even  these  few  are  in 
earnest  about  their  salvation,  and  they 
may  influence  others,  whose  names  are 
I  not   enrolled.     We  had  several  naval 
j  officers  at  our  evening  service  last  Lord's 
day,  and  also  at  our  prayer-meeting  on 
Tuesday  evening.    I  hold  my  evening 
I  service,  on  the  Lord's  day,  in  the  gar- 
!  rison  school-room,  where  we  meet  in  the 
I  forenoon.    There  is  oil  and  attendance 
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allowed  for  every  evening  of  the  week  by 
Government,  and  it  not  being  occupied 
as  a  reading-room  on  the  Lord's  day,  I 
thought  it  best  to  have  my  service  there. 
I  expect  to  Lave  a  larger  attendance  in 
the  rough  winter  weather  than  I  could 
have  at  my  own  house.  When  the  2nd 
Queen's  are  all  here  we  shall  have  more 
men  from  them  than  from  the  2nd  bat- 
talion of  the  9th.  We  are  at  present 
about  200  strong. 

The  weather  of  late  has  been  fine,  but 
we  have  had  occasional  showers  and 
thunder.  One  peal,  on  the  17th  October, 
was  the  loudest  heard  in  the  remem- 
brance of  t'ne  oldest  inhabitant.  I  was 
out  at  the  time,  but  mercifully  preserved, 
ray  right  hand  being  only  partially  elec- 
trified. Ne.xt  morning  the  snow  was 
seen  on  the  Albanian  hills.  I  have  not 
here  space  to  allude  to  the  affairs  of 
Italy,  but  I  trust  that  the  downfall  of 
the  Papacy  is  at  hand. 

I  remain,  &c., 

W.  Cn-^nxERis. 


dark  part  of  our  presidency,  Congeneram, 
and  its  neighbourhood.  Alas!  one  of  the 
labourers  has  entered  early  into  rest.  The 
Rev.  J.  Frost  was  cut  off  by  cholera  after  a 
few  hours'  illness,  and  has  left  a  widow  and 
fatherless  daughter.  The  pestilence  has 
been  sweeping  over  us,  and  all  have  suffered, 
from  the  Governor  downwards.  Two  of  our 
mission  circle  have  been  cut  off,  and  others 
have  been  attacked;  but  the  Lord  had  mercy, 
and  spared  them.  We  mourn  greatly  over 
Frost.  lie  was  doing  a  blessed  work  in  a 
fearfully  dark  place,  and  now  the  light  is 
quenched  in  darkness.  Poor  Congeneram  ! 
May  the  Lord  in  mercy  raise  up  fresh 
labourers,  and  thrust  them  forth.  It  was  to 
help  on  this  noble  work  that  I  sent  my  last 
appeal  to  you.  One  labourer  is,  alas,  re- 
moved ;  but  others  remain,  and  the  work 
goes  forward.  May  the  Lord  help  us  to 
work  while  it  \%day. — I  am,  kc, 

Alex.  B.  Cami'bcll. 


INDIA. 

Mr.  Macfie,  of  Liverpool,  has  lately 
received  an  interesting  letter  from  the  Rev. 
A.  B.  Campbell,  of  Madras,  from  which  it 
appears  that  the  deaths  recorded  in  our  last 
are  not  tlie  only  losses  the  Christian 
Missions  in  India  has  lately  sustained 
through  cholera.  Wc  take  the  following 
passage  from  Mr.  Campbell's  letter  : — • 

Ettirajooloo  is  still  labouring  at  Chingle- 
put,  and  in  the  school  there,  as  well  as  in 
the  surrounding  villages,  he  has  a  noble 
sphere  of  labour.  The  Hon.  Mr.  More- 
land,  who  is  at  present  our  acting  Governor, 
has  given  us  a  fine  site  for  a  school-house 
and  Mission-house  at  Chingleput;  but  the 
unsettled  state  of  our  School  Fund  prevents 
us  at  present  from  proceeding  further  till  the 
Lord  opens  up  our  path.  Wo  are  in  hopes 
that  our  Church  will  arrange  to  defray  all 
the  expenses  coiniected  with  our  Central 
Institution ;  and  if  the  Church  docs  this, 
then  the  revenue  which  we  can  count  on  from 
friends  of  the  Loid  Jesus  will  enable  us  to 
go  forward  joyfully  and  hopefully  with  our 
labours  as  at  present  carried  on.  But 
hitherto  our  large  expenditure  of  20,000 
rupees  (£2,000)  for  schools  alone  has  been 
supplied  by  private  friends,  of  some  of 
whom  I  need  not  speak  to  you. 

About  the  month  of  June  I  sent  you  a 
letter  dwelling  specially  on  our  evangelistic 
work,  and  telling  you  of  the  noble  efforts 
which  our  preachers  were  making  in  that 


NELLORE. 

To  the  same  friend  we  are  indebted  for  the 
perusal  of  a  most  interesting  letter  from  one 
of  the  Free  Church  native  missionaries — 
the  Rev.  A.  Venkataramiah,  who  for  some 
I  time  has  had  charge  of  the  mission  sta- 
tion at  Nellore.  This  letter  commences  by 
stating,  that  the  buildings  for  educa- 
tional and  evangelistic  operations  are  now 
complete  ;  in  fact,  everything  necessary  for 
the  comfort  of  all  parties  concerned  seems 
to  be  provided  but  a  habitable  dwelling  for 
the  poor  missionary  liimself  and  family.  His 
house,  it  seems,  belongs  to  the  mission, 
and,  formerly,  was  let ;  but  "  it  is  now  in 
such  a  wretched  condition  that  no  one  would 
rent  it.  More  than  one  apartment  of  it  is 
utterly  unfit  for  use.  The  roof  in  many 
places  is  giving  way,  and  there  are  hardly 
two  doors  and  windows  in  good  condition." 
No  wonder  that  the  poor  man  with  a  family 
of  six  children  "  does  not  know  how  he  is 
to  get  on  during  the  coming  monsoon  ;" 
especially  as  he  is  told  that  the  Financial 
Board  have  no  funds  at  their  disposal  to 
attend  to  the  repairs,  and  therefore,  he  must 
"  apply  to  some  of  his  esteemed  Christian 
friends  in  Britain"  for  assistance!  We 
would  not  wish  to  judge  harshly,  but  this 
good  man's  case  looks  a  hard  one.  Here 
is  a  toiling,  faithful  minister  of  Christ 
living  in  a  house  so  bad  that  there  is 
scarcely   a  good  door  or  window  in  it, 
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coolly  told  to  apply  to  friends  in  Britain 
to  repair  it ! 

Passing  over  this  circumstance,  Mr. 
Venkataramiah  says : — 

"  Tlie  town  r,nd  district  of  Nellore  came 
directly  under  the  British  rule  about  sixty 
years  ago.    During  this  period  of  more  than 
half  a  century  much  has  been  attempted,  at 
first  in  a  desultory  and  unsatisfactory  way 
no  doubt,  but  latterly  in  a  thorough  and 
systematic  manner,  to  improve  the  place 
and  its  people.    The  Government  Depart- 
ment of  public  works  are  at  present  raising 
a  desirable  aiul  expensive   viaduct  across 
the  Peunar,  to  preserve  and  turn  the  waters 
of  its  periodical  fall  fresher  for  the  purposes 
of  irrigation.    The  jMadras  Irrigation  and 
Canal  Company  are   about  to  commence 
their  gigantic  enterprise  in  this  place  ;  so 
that  much  of  the  engineering  skill,  and 
restless,  and  ever  advancing  enterprise  of 
Great  Britain  are  brought  to  bear  upon  it. 
The  people  are  beginningslowly.but  steadily, 
to  be  elevated  and  civilized.  Although  this, 
in  common  with  the  other  parts   of  the 
Telugu  country,  his  been  sadly  neglected 
by  the  churches  of  Christ  in  Europe  and 
Ameiica  for  the  last  twenty  years,  some 
attempts  on  a  very  limited  scale  have  been 
made   to    evangelize   the  people    of  this 
Telugu  Zillah.     Our  mission  commenced 
its  work  here  in  1840,  and  tried  to  send 
forth  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel  by  means 
of  a  small  Anglo-Vernacular  Scliool,  and  by 
the  annual  visits  of  the  missionaries  and 
other  Christian  agents  of  the  Madras  Mis- 
'  sion.    My  esteemed  friend  and  father,  Mr. 
i  Braidwood,  during  his  sojourn  in  Britain 
i  in  quest  of  health,  laboured  hard  to  get  a 
.  European  missionary,  along  with  an  ordained 
'  native  minister  permanently  located  here. 
I  As  the  fruit  of  his  self-denying  exertions, 
my  friend  Mr.  Mackintosh  laboured  here 
j  for  about  four  years,  and  left  this  for  Madras 
1  in  1858,  and  soon  after  that  was  obliged  to  re- 
j  turn  to  Europe  for  the  benefit  of  his  health. 
I  I    have  been  labouring  here  ever  since, 
j  single-handed.  In  one  sense  I  am  not  alone. 
I  I  have  some  young  Christian  agents  asso- 
I  elated  with  me,  who  aid  me  not  a  little,  but 
I   ml  so  much,  however,  as  to  set  me  entirely 
ir  almost  free  for  direct  missionary  and 


ministerial  work.  The  great  and  pressing 
want  of  this  station  is  a  European  mission- 
ary, or  at  least  a  Christian  teacher  of  some 
acquirements,  to  take  the  main  burden  of 
the  school,  which,  in  its  own  place,  is  a  most 
important  sphere  of  missionary  labour,  and 
to  let  ine  more  free  than  I  can  possibly 
be  at  present,  for  vernacular  preaching  to 
the  adults  in  and  around  Nellore  and  in 
every  place  where  Providence  may  open  a 
door  for  me.  This  is  the  great  wish  and 
desire  of  my  heart.  Even  as  I  am,  I  have 
great  and  noble  opportunities  for  teaching 
and  preaching  the  Gospel  of  Christ  to  the 
young  and  old. 

In  the  school  we  have  about  a  hundred 
boys  and  nearly  fifty  girls  in  daily  attend- 
ance. They  are  from  all  classes  and  castes 
of  the  community,  but  chiefly  from  amongst 
the  most  influential,  mho  are,  in  most  of  the 
out  stations.  Brahmins.  This  is  a  noble 
field  for  any  workman  to  cultivate.  We 
have  no  Government  school  to  compete 
with.  The  young  and  rising  generation, 
the  hope  of  the  future,  are  almost  entirely 
committed  to  the  care  of  mission  schools, 
so  far  as  their  English  education  is  con- 
cerned. Vi'hat  a  precious  opportunity  is 
this  for  the  Christian  Church  to  seize  and  to 
improve  in  the  way  of  winning  the  young  to 
the  only  true  Saviour  of  fallen  man!  Oh, 
for  faith,  zeal,  and  hope,  successfully  to  enter 
in  such  a  great  work  !  In  addition  to  our 
school  work,  we  hold  four  diets  for  preach- 
ing to  the  masses  without,  every  week  ;  two 
on  every  Sabbath,  one  on  a  Tuesday  even- 
ing, and  the  other  on  Friday  evening.  Our 
audiences  are  usually  large  and  steady,  and 
at  times  we  get  immense  assemblies. 

We  have  also  here  the  nucleus  of  a  Chris- 
tian congregation,  consisting  of  nine  mem- 
bers and  ten  children,  to  which  I  have  the 
I  privilege  of  ministering  in  holy  things.  In 
1  the  midst  of  trials  and  discouragements  in- 
separable from  the  work  of  a  missionary, 
our  blessed  Lord  often  gives  me  some  fore- 
tastes of  greater  joys  yet  to  come,  when  the 
heathen  shall  be  given  to  onr  risen  and 
exalted  King  as  an  inheritance,  .and  the 
uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  a  posses- 
sion. 

I  remain  faithfully  yours, 

A,  Vekkataramiaii. 


CnrrEBjiotiiente. 


"WHAT'S  IN  A  NAME?" 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Prethyterian  Meitenger. 
Sm^—While  it  is  desirable  to  have  uni- 
formity of  worship,  so  that,  on  entering  any 
of  our  churches,  we  may  not  feel  strange, 


it  is  also  desirable  to  be  uniform  in  name, 
in  order  that,  when  visiting  other  towns,  we 
may  not  be  at  a  loss  as  to  which  is  our  par- 
ticular church. 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  said  about 
the  disadvantage  we  are  under  owing  to  our 
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"  invisibility."    True,  this  is  a  great  draw-  | 
back ;  but  we  greatly  increase  the  evil  by  i 
not  being  uniform  in  name  ;  for  instance,  in 
South  Shields  we  are  the  English  Presby-  ! 
terian  Church;  in  North  Shields,  Scotch 
Church  ;  in  Sunderland,  English  ;  and  on  { 
the  other  side  the  river,  Monkwearraouth, ' 
Scotch.    As  an  individual,  I  care  not  whe-  I 
ther  we  call  ourselves  Scotch  or  English;  [ 
only  I  am  convinced  that  if  we  are  to  take 
root  and  grow  on  English  soil,  we  must  be 
English  in  name,  and  that  unifcrraiy.  We  i 
have  our  English  College ;   our  Supreme 
Court  is  the  Synod  of  the  English  Presby- 
terian  Church ;  therefore  I  maintain  that 
that  court   should    see  to  it  that  every 
congregation  within  its  bounds  bears  the 
same  name.    I  have  no  doubt  our  north 
country  friends  will  see  that  we  gain  nothing 
by  retaining  the  term,   but,  on  the  con- 
trary, are  great  losers,  not    only  among 
the  English,  but  also  among  Scotch  resi- 
dents ;  i  am  sure  they  will  willingly  lay  aside 
any  little  prejudices,  so  long  as  they  give 
up  no  Presbyterian  principles.     As  this 
view  may  not  have  occurred  to  tlic  members 
of  Synod,  I  crave  the  insertion  of  these  few 
remarks  in  the  "  Messenger." 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

A.N  English  Elder, 
South  Shields,  Oct.  4,  18G0. 


CONGREGATIONAL  PPtAYER- 
MEETINGS. 

To  the  Editor  of  lite  Ei.'jUsh  F.-eslyicrian 
21eait  nger. 

Mv  Dear  Sir, — After  having  read  what 
you  said  about  our  weekly  prayer-meetings 
in  September's  Messenger,  I  waited  anxi- 
ously for  October,  expecliag  that  some  of 
our  warm-hearted  Christian  brethren  would 
have  said  something  to  our  advanta^'^e  about 
our  meetings  ;  however,  I  found  nothing  on 
the  subject  neither  in  October's  nor  No- 
vember's. 

I,  therefore,  with  your  permission,  will 
attempt  to  give  you  my  own  experience  and 
observation. 

You  may  suppose  from  the  manner  of  my 
writing  that  I  do  not  reside  in  nor  near  any 
of  our  large  towns  where  daily  prayer-meet- 
ings are  common,  but  in  a  country  village 
where  we  have  the  advantage  of  a  weekly 
prayer-meeting  only.  Notwithstanding  this 
being  the  only  one,  we  have  to  gvieve  at  the 


little  value  there  is  set  upon  it.  But  before 
going  further  I  will  tell  you  how  our  meet- 
ing is  conducted.  As  is  usual,  our  minister 
opens  the  meeting  hy  praise  and  prayer  ;  he 
then  gives  out  another  psalm  or  hymn,  and 
calls  upon  some  one  individual  who  has  a 
good  flow  of  speech,  and  that  speaks  cor- 
rectly, to  engage  in  prayer  ;  after  this  our 
minister  gives  us  au  address,  to  which  we 
pay  attention,  and  theu  a  Psalm  or  Doxology 
ai!d  the  Benediction  concludes  the  meeting. 
Now,  my  dear  sir,  I  give  you  an  idea  of  a 
prayer-meeting  conducted  differently  from 
the  one  above.  We  established  a  prayer- 
meeting  to  be  held  in  a  cottage  one  night  a 
week,  in  addition  to  our  congregational 
meeting.  The  plan  on  which  we  conducted 
it  was  this  :  one  of  us  took  the  presidency 
"  for  a  few  weeks  until  we  prevailed  upon 
our  minister  to  come  "  and  give  out  a  psalm 
or  hymn,  according  to  the  state  of  our 
minds,  and  made  a  short  prayer,  then  called 
upon  another  to  do  the  same,  which  was 
continued  from  member  to  member  until  the 
hour  was  spent.  And,  dear  sir,  if  you 
could  have  been  there,  you  would  have  ex- 
pressed yourself  like  one  of  our  young  men 
did  "  who  is  now  in  glory."  One  evening, 
on  our  way  home,  he  said  to  me,  "  I  like 
those  prayer-nieetir.gs  because  we  let  our 
hearts  speak."  "  Ah  !  said  he  to  me,  "  Do 
j  you  think  our  hearts  could  send  up  those 
aspirations,  and  wait  while  our  tongues 
adorned  them  with  those  round-about 
words?  Oh  I  no  j  the  poor  -woman  that 
came  to  Christ  did  not  linger  in  order  to 
place  her  words  ;  her  lieart  said,  '  Lord  help 
me."  '  "  I  often  think,"  said  he,  "  if  I  were 
to  place  my  words,  as  they  call  it,  gramma- 
tically, I  should  either  have  to  stop  the  emo- 
tions of  my  heart  or  I  should  be  choked.'' 
And  I  can  assure  you  that  these  meetings 
were  not  a  little  valued  ;  for  if  one  of  us 
were  in  darkness,  or  in  distress  of  mind,  or 
in  any  of  the  many  trials  through  which  a 
Christian  has  to  pass,  we  were  not  all  so ; 
some  of  us  were  enjoying  God's  smiles,  and 
could  pray  fervently  for  our  weaker  brethren. 
And  what  I  have  said  is  not  all,  but  I  fear 
I  shall  have  trespassed  too  much  upon  you  ; 
but  if  this  should  be  the  means  of  bringing 
something  from  an  abler  pea  than  mine  for 
the  opening  of  a  healthiness  in  our  congre- 
gational prayer-meetings,  I  shall  rejoice, 
a:;d  cry  with  the  church  at  large  :  — 

"  Oh  for  a  heart  to  praise  ray  God, 
A  heart  from  siu  set  free  ; 
A  heart  that's  sprinkled  with  the  blood 
So  freely  shed  for  me." 

A  Working  }iIan. 
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The  Leisure  Hour.  1860. 

The  Sunday  at  Home  :  a  Family  Magazine 
for  Sabbath  Reading.  ISCO.  Religious 
Tract  Society, 

These  noble  volumes  form  the  ninth  and 
seventh  respectively  of  the  Leisure  Hour 
and  Sunday  at  Home.  They  are  too  well 
knovrn  over  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
country  to  require  any  description  or  com- 
mendation from  us.  In  their  establishment 
the  Committee  of  the  Religious  Tract  Society 
undertook  a  great  and  important  work 
in  thus  attempting  to  stem  the  flood  of 
pernicious,  fascinating  literature,  which  was 
threatening  to  deluge  the  land  ;  and  they 
have  sustained  the  enterprise  with  an  amount 
of  energy  and  faithfuhrcss  wortliy  of  their 
reputation.  It  is  well  known  that,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  direct  benefits  conferred  upon 
the  community  by  the  dissemination  of  these 
healthy,  attractive  publications  by  hundreds 
of  thousands  every  year,  an  important  check 
has  been  given  to  the  proprietors  of  immoral 
publications,  who  are  ever  ready,  if  im- 
opposed,  to  pander  to  the  corrupt  tastes  of 
the  multitude. 

We  shall  be  happy  if  this  brief  notice 
should  induce  any  of  our  readers  to  assist  in 
extending  the  circulation  of  these  excellent 
periodicals,  which  may  be  considered  as  the 
pioneers  of  the  Christian  missionary,  and  the 
property  of  the  Christian  Church,  for  whom 


they  have  done,  and  are  still  doing,  a  great 
and  important  work. 


Among  the  excellent  little  twopenny 
books  published  by  Mr.  Henry  J.  Tresidder 
of  Ave  Maria  Lane,  there  is  a  good  new 
year's  story  for  the  young,  entitled  "All 
Things  New  ;"  the  evils  o(  forget/ idness,  as 
seen  in  the  aifairs  of  this  world  and  the  next, 
are  admirably  pointed  out  by  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Martin  in  a  tractate  called  "  I  For- 
got ! "  and  there  is  an  abridgment  of  the 
author's  sermon  preached  at  the  anniversary 
of  the  British  Society  for  the  Jews,  r;ot  up 
in  the  same  form,  under  the  title  of  "  Dead 
and  Alive  Again  ;"  they  will  well  repay  both 
purchase  and  perusal.  In  another  our 
friend  Mr.  Alexander,  of  Chelsea,  ably  and 
earnestly  enforces  the  inipoitant  truth  that 
we  cannot  serve  two  masters,  under  the 
appropriate  title  of  "  Single  Service ;  or, 
One  Master  only  Possible."  From  the 
prolific  pen  of  the  Rev.  J.imes  Smith,  of 
Cheltenham,  we  have  a  valuable  little  volume 
called  "Watchwords  for  Christians,''  which 
we  cordially  recommend  to  the  attention  of 
our  readers.  The  leading  subjects  dwelt 
upon  are  "  Watch  and  Pray,"  "  Fear  Not," 
"  Only  Believe,"  "  Son,  go  Work,"  "  Wait 
on  the  Lord,"  and  "Behold,  I  Come 
Quickly."  Every  chapter  is  full  of  precious 
saving  truth  and  practical  instruction. 


|^reBlii)tei'inii  Cjjiirrli  in  (Kiiglniii. 


THE  "MESSENGERS." 

The  present  number  concTudes 
anotlier  volume  of  each  of  the  "  Mes- 
sengers," and  as  it  is  the  proper  time 
for  obtaining  new  subscribers  to  fill  up 
the  blanks  \yhich  changes  and  deaths 
have  made  in  our  lists  during  the  year, 
we  anxiously  solicit  the  good  oilices  of 
all  our  friends.  And  we  see  no  reason 
why  we  should  be  satisfied  with  merely 
filling  up  the  blanks.  Why  should 
not  the  friends  of  the  Church  make, 
for  once,  an  earnest  efibrt  to  place 


these  periodicals  beyond  the  reach  of 
uncertainty  and  difficulty  ?  We  may 
have  more  to  say  on  this  subject  next 
month ;  meanwhile  we  beg  to  pres.? 
upon  the  attention  of  ministers  the 
important  help  they  can  render  us 
hy  a  word  of  recommendation  from  the 
2)ulpit  before  the  close  of  the  year.  In 
doing  80,  we  hope  they  will  not  forget 
the  "Juvenile  Messenger,"  which  is 
very  helpful  to  the  young,  in  stimu- 
lating them  to  missionary  exertion,  a 
fact  abundantly  proved  by  the  financial 
results  of  this  and  the  preceding  yeai-. 
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Mrs.  M'Crie 

COLLECTIONS  AND  DONATIONS.  Mrs.  Partridge 


HOME  MISSION. 

Association,  Regent  Square  Cliurch, 
London,  for  Quarter  ending  Sep- 
tember 30th  £17  13 

Collection,    Michael   Church,  Exlcy, 
Herefordshire  0  Ij 

Sabbath  Schools,  John  Knox's  Church, 

London        .       .       .       .       .       .     0  l-j 


£0 
0 


5  0 

5  0 


SYNOD  SCHOOL  FUND. 

Lownck 

Fabtone  

St.  George's,  Liverpool  .... 

Berwick  

Canning  Street,  Liverpool 

Belford  

River  Terrace,  London — 

Collection  .  .  .  .  £7  iO  3 
Association  to  1st  of  Aug.  .   0  10  G 

Woolwich  

Horncliffe  

Robert  Barbour,  Esq. ,  .Subscription 

Birdhopecraig  

Alnwick  

John  Knox,  Stepney  .... 

North  Shields  

John  Knoi,  Ne\vcastle-on-Tyne 

Felton  

Warrenford  

Harbottle  

Trinity  Church,  Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Risley,  Collection  .       .       .        17  0 
Association        .       .  JtO  11  7 


1  1-2  0 

I  18  6 

9    7  6 

1  17  6 

n   0  0 

1  15  0 


8  13 

4  2  0 
10  5 

5  0  0 
2  17  7 

1  10  0 

2  3  6 
5    0  0 

3  10  0 

16  0 

17  6 
1  11  0 
10  0 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 
Collections : — 
Michael  Church,  Eiley,  Hereford- 
shire, per  Rev.  R.  Steel,  Chelten- 
ham  £0  15  0 

Douglas,  Isle  of  Man  for  18.59.^3  10  0 
Do.         Do.       1S60    2  10  0 

 6   0  0 

Marylebone,  London .      .       ,       .     2.J    0  0 

Subscription  : — 
A  Friend,  per  H.  M.  Matheson.Esq.  .£100 
Trinity  Church,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
per  Mrs.  Archer      .       .  .-.200 

James  E.  MiiniEsoN-, 
77,  Lombard  Street,  E.C.,  Juh.t  Treoiurer, 

London,  mth  !i'oc.,  1860. 


Ancroft  Moor  

Norbara  

Southampton  

Regent  Square,  London,  Association  to 
Michaelmas  ...... 

Greenwich  

Salford  

Bavington  and  Ryal  .... 

Chester  

St.  Andrews*,  Manchester 
Grosvenor  Square,  Manchester 

CORFU  MISSION. 


18  7 

1    0  0 

1  16  0 

3   0  0 

i  19  0 

1  11  1 
3  10  0 

2  10  10 
1  12  0 

16    0  0 

12    9  2 


The  Treasurer  of  the  Ladies'  Branch  of  the 
Corfu  Mission  begs  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  the  following  sums  : — 

Miss  Webster  £10  0 

Miss  E.  Webster  0  10  0 

Psalm  exii.  6  0  10  0 

Jlrs.  S.  Fotheringhara,  l)y  Miss  Webstr  r  10  0 
Carltou  Hill  Missionarj'  Association,  per 

Carstairs  Dunlop,  Esq.       .       .  .512 
St.  George's  Sabbath  tichool,  Sunder- 
land  12  6 

Ladies'  Auxiliary,  Sunderland,  per  Miss 

■Wake  

Ladies'  Association,  Grosvenor  Square 
Church,  Manchester,  per   Mrs.  C. 
Stewart  ...... 

Ladies'  Auxilliai  y,  Liverpool,  per  Mrs. 

Crooks   23   3  0 

Javeuile  Missionary  Association,  Gros- 
venor Square,  JIanchester  .       .  .200 

W.  Ferguson,  Esq  10  0 

Mrs.  Ferguson  0    5  0 

J.  Ferguson,  Esq.,  of  Kinmundy  .  .  0  10  0 
R.  C.  Williamson,  Esq.,  per  Mrs.  Fer- 

guson  10  0 

Mrs.  J.  Williams  0  10  0 

Miss  Williams  0    5  0 

Miss  E.  Williams  0   5  0 

Miss  Fector  2   0  0 

Mrs.  Taylor  0  10  0 


8   0  0 


7   0  0 


[  PBESBYTEBT  OF  LANCASUIBE. 

,  This  Presbytery  met  at  Manchester  on  the 
i  7th  of  November,  the  Rev.  Dr.  McLean, 
moderator  ^ro  tern.    Present — Dr.  Miinro, 
Messrs.  McCaw,  Johnstone,  J.  C.  Paterson, 
Lundie,  Blyth,  John  Clellaud,  Blelloch, 
Cromar,  James  Paterson, Brown,  Davidson, 
'  Eobiuson,  Henderson,  Breakcy,  and  Inglis, 
i  ministers  ;    and   Messrs.   Parlane,  Clare, 
'  Bromi,  and  Eobb,  elders. 
I     The  call  of  Chalmers'  Church,  Ancoats, 
Manchester,  to  the  Rev.  John  Miller  Ross, 
I  which  had  been  moderated  in  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Presbytery  on  the  25th  of  September, 
1  was  laid  on  the  table,  signed  by  seventy- 
1  seven  members  and  fifty-nine  adherents; 
and  also  a  guarantee  of  stipend  to  the 
;  extent  of  £200  per  annum.    The  call  was 
\  sustained  and  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
J  Ross,  who  accepted  the  same.    Mr.  Ross 
1  was  examined  with  a  vizT^  to  ordination, 
and  his  trials  having  been  approved,  the 
Presbytery  agreed  to  meet  in  Chalmers' 
Church  for  his  ordination  on  the  22nJ  inst. 

Dr.  Munro  reported  that  he  had  visited 
the  congregation  at  Bradford  according  to 
appointment.  After  many  trials  the  con- 
gregation seemed  to  be  rallying,  and  might 
give  a  call  to  a  minister  if,  for  a  year  or 
two,  liberally  supported  by  the  Home 
Mission  Committee.  The  Presbytei-y  re- 
solved to  recommend  the  case  for  a  liberal 
!  grant  from  the  Committee,  and  gave  thanks 
j  to  Dr.  Mimro  for  his  diligence  in  the 
matter. 

The  Clerk  read  a  letter  from  the  Pro- 
fessors of  the  Presbyterian  College,  London, 
in  answer  to  the  representations  made  to 
them  regarding  the  examination  of  students, 
according  to  the  resolution  of  last  meeting. 
On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Munro  it  was  agreed 
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that  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  reply  to  the 
Professors,  to  state  to  them  that  the  Pres- 
bytery had  received  their  letter,  and  re- 
turned them  thanks  for  their  explanations ; 
that  as  regards  Messrs.  Bliike  and  Edwards 
tlicy  had  applied  for  subjects  of  examina- 
tion to  the  Committee  of  Presbjteiy,  so 
tliat  the  Presbytery  h.id  a  right  to  expect 
their  attendance  ;  and  that  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Dickinson  tlio  Convener  of  the  Com-  | 
mittee  had  given  to  him  notice  of  the  sub- 
jects of  examination,  but  that  in  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  of  the  last-named  student, 
the  Presbytery  agree  to -waive  their  right  to 
examine  him  at  this  time  agreeably  to  the 
request  of  the  Professors,  considering  that 
tiiey  have  sutEciently  vindicated  the  cause 
of  order  in  this  matter. 

At  tl'.c  request  of  Mr.  Lundie,  it  was 
resolved  tliat  John  Morgan,  Ph.D.,  residing 
at  Birkenhead,  be  taken  on  trial,  with  a 
view  to  be  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel, 
and  the  Clerk  was  instructed  to  request 
him  to  appear  before  the  Presbytery  at  its 
next  meeting. 

Mr.  Lundie  called  the  attention  of  the 
Presbytery  to  the  fact  that  the  interest 
accruing  to  the  endowment  referred  to  in 
the  minute  of  the  7th  of  March  last,  instead 
of  being  divided  between  Trinity  Presby- 
terian Cluirch,  Princess  Park,  and  Toxtelh 
Independent  Chapel,  had  been  handed  over 
for  this  year  wholly  to  the  latter.  The 
Session  of  Trinity  Church  was  instructed 
to  watch  over  this  matter  with  a  view  to  an 
equitable  division  of  the  said  fund.  The 
Presbytery  adjourned  to  meet  at  Liverpool 
the  2nd  of  January  next. 

rRESEYTEKY   OF  I.OMDOK. 

Tins  Presbytery  met  at  29,  Queen  Squaro 
on  the  13th  of  November  at  three  p.m. 
The  following  members  were  present — Dr. 
McCrie  (moderator),  Drs.  Hamilton,  Weir, 
and  Lorimev;  ilessrs.  Chuuners,  Fislier, 
Kimmitt,  Duncan,  Keedy,  Burns,  Bahan- 
tyne.  Eraser,  Walker,  and  Scott,  ministers  ; 
Messrs.  Ritchie,  Bell,  Scadloek,  Anderson, 
and  Gillespie,  elders. 

The  fornuila  was  signed  by  J.Ir.  "Walker, 
lately  inducted  to  the  pastoral  charge  of  the 
congregation  at  Rochester,  by  Mr.  Fraser, 
lately  ordained  over  the  congregation  at 
Maidstone,  and  by  Mr.  Scott,  ordained  to 
the  pastoral  charge  of  the  congregation  at 
Harrow  Road,  Paddington,  on  the  25th  of 
October. 

Mr.  Ballantyne  reported  that  Mr.  Afflict, 
a  student  from  the  University  of  Edinburgh, 
had  passed  the  examination  preliminary  to 
admission  to  the  Divinity  Hall  with  great 
credit ;  and  he  was  authorised  by  the  Pres- 
bytery to  enter  as  a  student  in  divinity. 

The  Rev.  Gavin  Caj^lile  laid  on  the  table 


a  certificate  of  his  license  as  a  preacher  by 
the  Free  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  and  he 
was  admitted  a  prcaciicr  within  the  bounds. 

The  Presbytery  received  two  reports  as  to 
openings  for  the  formation  of  new  congre- 
gations in  the  country. 

Dr.  Lorimer  intimated  on  the  part  of  him- 
self and  Dr.  McCrie,  that  they  were  willing 
to  put  their  services  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Presbytery  with  a  view  to  the  establishment 
of  additional  congregations  in  the  metropolis. 
The  intimation  was  gratefully  received,  and, 
after  a  lengthened  discussion,  a  committee 
was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  making 
inquiry  respecting  localities  in  which  preach- 
ing stations  may  be  opened,  with  power  to 
confer  with  the  London  Committee  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  Scotland, 
with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  mistakes 
and  collision  in  the  selection  of  districts  and 
procurement  of  sites  for  churches. 

pnESBVxr.rvY  of  noktiiumbeelaxd. 

Abwicl-,  Oct.  SOlh,  1860. 

A  pro  re  naia  meeting  of  Presbytery  was 
held  at  /llnwiek  on  the  30th  October,  and 
duly  constituted.  Sederunt  the  Moderator, 
Mr.  Douglas,  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson,  Mr.  Da- 
vison, and  the  clerk  ministers.  The  mode- 
rator stated  that  l-.e  had  authorised  the  clerk 
to  call  said  meeting,  to  receive  a  call  and 
relative  documents  from  the  Dalston  congre- 
gation, and  dispose  of  the  same.  The  Pres- 
bytery approved  of  the  moderator's  conduct. 
A  call,  duly  attested,  was  then  laid  on  the 
table,  from  the  congregation  at  Dalston, 
signed  by  sixty-two  members  and  sixty-six 
adherents,  in  favour  of  the  llev.  Matthew 
Davison,  minister  of  Birdhope  Craig,  accom- 
panied with  extract  minute  from  the  Presby- 
tery of  London,  to  the  efftct  that  they  had 
sustained  said  call,  and  directed  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  procedure  to  take  place 
Ihcreanent.  The  same  being  read,  and  the 
moderator  having  put  the  call  into  Mr. 
Davison's  liands,  he  declared  th.it  in  all 
probability  he  would  close  with  the  same, 
and  state  his  reasons  for  so  doing  at  next 
meeting.  The  clerk  reported  that  no  rea- 
sons for  the  translation  had  been  forwarded, 
whereupon  the  Presbytery  ordered  the  whole 
papers  to  lie  on  the  table  till  iic.^t  meeting, 
and  having  resolved  to  take  tlic  usual  steps 
towards  the  translation,  the  Presbytery  ap- 
pointed the  minister  officiating  at  Uirdhope 
Craig  on  Sabbath  first  to  serve  the  edict, 
communi  forma,  summoning  the  minister, 
members  of  the  Kiik  session,  and  commu- 
nicants to  appear  at  next  meeting  of  Presbj'- 
tery,  and  state  their  reasons,  if  they  have 
any,  why  the  translation  of  Mr.  Davison 
may  not  be  proceeded  with. 

The  Presbytery  aeljourned  to  meet  ad 
htinc  effectum,  at  Framlington,  on  Tuesday, 
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13th  November,  in  tlie  Church  there,  at  |  with  Messrs.  Hardy,  Heddle,  Falconer, 
twelve  o'clock.    Closed  with  prayer.  Brewis,  Freeman,  and  Burnop,  elders. 

I     In  the  absence  of  the  clerk,  Mr.  Blake 
Framlington,  Nov.  IStli,  1860.     i  was  appointed  clerk  pro  tern.    The  minute 

of  last  meeting  was  read  and  sustained. 
Which  day  an  adjourned  meeting  of  Prcs-  Reasons  'of  absencs  fiom  the  clerk  and 
bytery,  ad  hunc  effeclum,  was  held  here  and  Mr.  Dods,  elder,  were  read  and  sustained, 
duly  constituted.    Sederunt,  the  Moderator,      Session  records  and  communion  rolls, 
I  Mr.  Douglas  ;  Eev.  Mr.  Hoy,  Dr.  Ander-  from  Gateshead  and  St.  George's,  Sunder- 
!  son,  Messrs.  Cathcart,  Fergus,  Forsyth,  Da-  ;  land,  were  laid   on  the  table,  examined, 
•  vison,  Benvie,  Fotheringham,  and  tlie  clerk  '  found   correctly   kept,  and  ordered  to  be 
I  ministers,  Messrs.  Bell  and  Waddell,  elders,  attested.   The  session  record  from  Falstone 
I      The  minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read  was  also  laid  on  the  fable,  and  attested  as 
1  and  sustained.    The  Presbytery  then  pro-  regularly  kept  from  November,  1859,  to 
ceeded  to  take  up  the  call  from  the  Dalston  :  October,  1860.    And  Mr.  Anderson  stated 
Church  in  the  Presbytery  of  London.    The  that  he  was  in  communication  with  the 
edict  was  returned,  duly  endorsed,  and  tlie  former  Moderator  of  the  Falstone  session, 
relative  documents  were  read.  Parties  being  '  with  a  view  to  filling  up  the  blank  that 
called,  there  was  no   appearance  for   the  exists  in  the  record. 

Presbytery  of  London.  The  Rev.  John  i  A  committee  was  appointed  to  examine 
Reid,  of  Blyth,  appeared,  and  produced  his  j  the  records  and  rolls  of  North  Shields,  St. 
commission  for  the  congregation  at  Dalston.  John's,  South  Shields,  and  Trinity,  New- 
Messrs.  James  Waddell,  George  Waddell,  castle,  and  report. 

and  Anthony  Robson,  elders,  appeared  for  |  The  overture  sent  down  by  the  Synod, 
the  session  at  Birdhope  Craig.  Mr.  Davi-  ,  relative  to  the  formula,  having  been  read, 
son  appeared  for  himself.  Parties  Laving  it  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  Pres- 
been  heard,  and  removed  from  the  bar,  and  i  bytery  approve.  It  was  also  moved  and 
Mr.  Hoy,  at  the  request  of  the  Presbytery,  seconded  that  the  Presbytery  disapprove  of 
having  implored  Divine  light  and  guidance  ^  the  overture.  On  a  division,  the  latter  oio- 
in  the  matter,  the  moderator  called  upon  ^  tion  was  carried  by  seven  to  three,  two 
the  members  present  to  state  their  views  {  members  declining  to  vote, 
upon  the  subject,  when  the  Presbytery  una-  '  The  treasurer  of  the  Presbytery  fund  gave 
nimously  expressed  their  opinion  in  favour  i  in  an  interim  report,  which  was  approved, 
of  Mr.  Davison's  translation.  Whereupon  |  There  was  then  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
the  Presbytery  did  and  hereby  do  loose  Mr.  read,  a  communication  to  the  Presbytery, 
Davison  from  his  present  charge,  but  en-  through  the  Moderator,  from  Dr.  Hamilton, 
join  him  meanwhile  to  discharge  the  pasto-  [  convener  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Committee, 
'  ral  duties  at  Birdhope  Craig,  and  to  wait  relative  to  the  case  of  the  Rev.  John  Kelly, 
j  for  the  commands  of  the  Presbytery  of  Lon-  recently  ordained  by  this  Presbytery  as  a 
!  don  as  to  his  induction.  Parties  being  I  missionary  to  India.  Jlr.  Kelly  being  pre- 
;  called  in,  the  moderator  intimated  to  them  '  sent,  was  requested  to  state  the  reasons  of 
!  the  decision  of  the  Presbytery,  in  which  all  |  his  resignation.  It  was  then  resolved  that 
parties  concerned  acquisced.  Mr.  Reid,  on  '  Dr.  Hamilton's  letter  be  kept  in  retentis, 
'  behalf  of  his  constituents,  took  instruments  '  and  further  consideration  of  this  matter  de- 
and  craved  extracts,  which  were  allowed.  '  Inyed  till  next  meeting. 
The  Presbytery  then  appointed  Mr.  Blythe  In  connection  with  the  appointment  of 
to  moderate  in  the  session  at  Birdhope  Craig  ;  synod  for  the  observance  of  the  tercentenarj- 
during  the  vacancy,  and  on  receiving  inti-  .  of  the  Scottish  Reformation,  in  December 
mation  from  the  clerk  of  the  London  Pres-  1  ensuing,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  ar- 
bytery  of  Mr.  Davison's  induction,  to  preach  range  for  a  week-day  meeting  in  each  of  the 
at  Birdhope  Craig  on  the  Sabbath  thereafter,  !  congregations  within  the  bounds,  to  be  ad- 
and  declare  the  Church  vacant  in  the  usual  -  dressed  by  several  of  the  members  of  Prcs- 
way.    Closed  with  prayer.  bytery  on  the  principles  of  the  Reformation. 

'  The  committee  to  consist  cf  Messrs.  Thomas 
,  Duncan,  P.  L.  Miller,  C.  A.  Mackenzie, 
.  and  J.   Jeffrey,   ministers ;   with  Messrs. 
Freeman,  Falconer,  and    Hinton,  elders ; 
PEESBTTEET  OF  >"EWCi3TLE.  ,        Mackenzie,  convener. 

!     The  next  meeting  of  Presbytery  was  ap- 
This  Presbytery  met  in  the  John  Knox  '  P°'"'\d  to  be  held  in  this  place,  on  Tuesday, 
Church,  Newcastle,  on  the  13th  November,  ,  1'"=  Sth  day  of  January,  lb6I,  at  11,  a.m. 
and  was  duly  constituted.    Present  the  Rev.  |     The  meetmg  was  closeu  with  prayer. 

John  Jeffrey,  Moderator ;   Messrs.  Miller,   

•  Mackenzie,  Brown,  Dinwiddle,  Black,  Far- 
quharson,  Anderson,  and  Blake,  ministers; 
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HOME  MISSION. 

On  the  evening  of  t]iel2th  November, 
a  general  meeting  of  ofHoc-bearers,  and 
members  of  the  various  Presbyterian 
Churches  in  Manchester  was  held  iu 
St.  Andrew's  School-room.  Its  object 
was  to  interest  the  churches  more 
deeply  in  the  Mission,  by  giving  in- 
formation regai'ding  its  objects  and 
recent  operations.  After  tea,  which 
was  kindly  provided  by  the  St.  An- 
drew's office-bearers,  theEev.  William 
M'Ca^v,  Convener  of  the  Home  Mis- 
sion Committee,  took  the  chair,  aud 
addressed  the  meeting.  He  was  fol- 
lowed by  Robert  Barbour,  Esq.,  the 
treasurer,  Rev.  J.  C.  Paterson,  Messrs. 
J.  Halliday,  G.  Stewart,  P.  McGregor. 
W.  M'Perrau,  J.  Robb,  D.  Magill, 
Ed«-ards,  Corson,  and  other  gentle- 
men. It  was  felt  by  all,  and  strongly 
expressed,  that  one  of  the  primary 
duties  of  the  Church  is  to  maintain 
her  Home  Mission  efficiently.  Its  two 
great  objects  were  dwelt  on — first, 
the  planting  of  congregations  in  those 
populous  towns  of  the  country  that 
are  the  great  centres  of  her  manufac- 
turing and  mercantile  industry  ;  and, 
secondly,  the  supplementing  of  the 
very  inadequate  salaries  of  many  of  the 
ministers,  especially  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. Special  reference  was  made  to 
the  two  most  recent  enterprises  that 
have  been  aided  by  the  Mission,  the 
one  in  Carlisle,  and  the  other  in  Exeter. 
Iu  both  these  important  places  the 
banner  of  our  Presbyterianism  has 
been  recently  unfurled,  and  there  is 
the  prospect  of  vigorous  congrega- 
tions being  organized.  Whilst  the 
Church  rejoices  in  such  hopeful  move- 
ments, it  devolves  on  her  to  furnish 
the  means  whereby  they  may  be  effi- 
ciently carried  out,  and  whereby  au 
entrance  may  be  effected  into  other 
of  the  large  towns  of  the  country.  It 
was  strongly  felt  that  for  this  purpose 
mere  annual  collections  will  never  be 
adeqiiate.  The  Synod  has  repeatedly 
expressed  its  sense  of  the  importance 
of  Congregational  Associations  for 
raising  funds  in  behalf  of  the  Mis- 
sions, and  has  strongly  recommended 
that  such  an  association  be  organized 


in  each  congregation.  It  is  much  to 
be  regretted  that  as  yet  so  little  has 
been  done  in  this  direction.  And  it  is 
earnestly  hoped  that  one  practicsd  re- 
sult of  this  interesting  conversazione 
will  be  the  formation  of  an  association 
in  each  of  the  Manchester  congrega- 
tions, that  has  not  yet  adopted  this 
most  effectual  mode  of  supplying  the 
treasuries  of  the  Chiirch's  Missions. 


HORNCLIFFE. 

Contributions  from  gentlemen  in  Liver- 
pool and  Manchester  toward  defraying  the 
expense  of  the  Manse  at  ITornclifTe  :  — 

£  s.  d. 

Rev.  Joseph  R.  "Welsh   0  10  0 

A  Friend    0  10  0 

W.  K.  Coubrough,  Esq   10  0 

Tiiomas  Matheson,  Esq   2    0  0 

A  Friend    1    0  0 

Do.       ,   0  10  0 

,T.  Dowie,  Esq   1    0  0 

R.  L.,  Esq   0  10  0 

.T.  Cropper,  Esq   0  10  0 

A  Friend    0    4  0 

Do   0    5  0 

Do   0    r,  0 

Do   0    5  0 

J.  R,.  Brougham,  Esq   0  10  0 

A  Friend    0    5  0 

William  Birrell,  Esq   1    0  0 

Dr.  Raffles'  Supply    1    1  0 

John  Moore,  Esq   10  0 

William  Crossfield,  Esq   0  10  0 

A  Friend    0  10  0 

Second  Contribution  of  R.  Bar- 
bour, Esq.,  the  former  being 

£.50   1    0  0 

John  Stuart,  Esq   2    0  0 

A  Friend    0    5  0 

A.  C   0  10  0 

John  Bannerman    2    0  0 

J.  A   0  10  0 


£19  10  0 


We  still  require  £215  to  pay  expenses 
and  clear  off  our  debt ;  and  for  this  we 
must  look  almost  wholly  to  the  Christian 
liberality  of  the  able  members  of  our  of 
Church,  who,  we  trust,  on  seeing  this,  will 
give  our  call  their  very  favourable  con- 
sideration. Contributions  may  be  sent  to 
Mr.  James  Paxton,  or  Mr.  Mark  Thompson, 
Horncliffe,  Berwick-on-Tweed  ;  or  to 
Your.s,  very  truly, 

Peteii  Valance, 

Minister. 
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JAMES  ARNOT,  ESQ., 
GATESHEAD. 


The  following  is  the  conclusion  of  a  sermon 
on  Rev.  xiv.  13,  lately  preached  by  the  Rev. 
J.  Jeffrey,  of  Gateshead,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  sudden  death  of  one  of  the  elders  of  his 
congregation,  vho  has  long  taken  an  active 
interest  in  the  prosperity  of  our  Church  in 
Newcastle,  and  vicinity. 

"  And  now,  dear  friends,  the  application 
of  the  solemn  and  afTecting  theme  we  have 
just  been  considering  is,  unhappily,  in  one 
sense  a  matter  too  plain  and  easy  for  me.  It 
is  presented  to  ns  by  the  very  circumstances 
in  which  we  are  to-day  assembled.  You  are 
all  well  aware  that  since  I  last  had  the  pri- 
vilege of  addressing  you  from  this  place, 
death  lias  singled  out  from  our  ranks  a  vic- 
tim. God,  in  his  mysterious  and  inscru- 
table providence,  has  been  pleased,  in  a  man- 
ner at  once  striking  and  unexpected,  to  take 
away  from  amidst  us  a  leading  member,  an 
esteemed  office-bearer,  a  much-loved,  and 
greatly-valued  friend ;  and  painful  as  the  J 
task  undoubtedly  is  to  my  own  feelings,  I 
shculd  be  negligent  of  my  duty  as  your 
minister,  besides  depriving  myself  of  a  me- 
lancholy source  of  satisfaction,  were  I  to 
abstain  from  improving,  in  the  present  clos- 
ing remarks,  the  trying  dispensation  to  which 
I  have  just  adverted,  and  paying  my  humble 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  departed 
brother.  That  tribute  will,  I  sadly  fear,  be, 
from  the  very  nature  of  things,  more  imper- 
fect than  I  could  otherwise  desire.  I  have 
only  enjoyed  for  a  period  compaiatively ; 
brief  the  friendship  of  him  over  whose  de-  , 
cease  vre  all  so  justly  and  so  profoundly  j 
sorrow  ;  and,  therefore,  my  intimacy  with  ' 
him — the  intimacy  of  but  two  short  years —  | 
hardly  gives  me  the  same  right  to  speak  of 
the  distinguishing  excellencies  of  his  cha-  I 
racter,  which  might  properly  be  asserted  as' 
the  fruit  of  a  far  more  protracted  acquaint-  I 
anceship  by  not  a  few  among  my  audience. 
At  the  same  time,  the  circumstance  to  which  [ 
I  thus  advert  is  of  the  less  importance,  in-  j 
asn;uch  as  simply  to  know  our  departed 
friend  was  to  respect  and  love  him.  It 
needed  no  long  intimacy  to  mark  his  virtues  1 
and  to  appreciate  his  intrinsic  worth  ;  and  | 
while,  consequently,  it  is  with  my  whole," 
heart  that  I  render  the  present  offering  of ; 
respect  to  his  memory, — a  memory  that  I  j 
myself,  personally,  shall  never  cease  to  re-  ' 
verence  and  love, — I  would  also  fain  hope  ' 
that  in  the  few  sentences  I  am  about  to  utter, 
the  hearer  may  recognise  some  portraiture, 
however  feeble,  of  him  who  has  been  so  . 
speedily  snatched  away.  [ 


I"  It  is  surely  quite  superfluous  for  me  to 
refer  to  the  fact  that  the  deceased  appears  to 
:  have  been  universally  respected  and  esteemed 
by  his  fellow-men.  After  the  first  sensation 
OF  j  of  surprise  that  affected  the  public  mind 
I  when  his  lamented  death  became  known, 
there  was  but  one  feeling  that  succeeded  it 
— the  feeling  of  a  general  loss  sustained. 
By  the  kindly  suavity  of  his  manners,  and 
the  cordial  readiness  with  which  he  was  ever 
willing  to  communicate  advice  to  all  who 
sought  it  from  him,  he  had  deservedly  made 
many  friends  ;  and  so,  when  like  lightning 
from  a  cloudless  sky,  the  stroke  of  the  great 
adversary  descended,  it  was  as  if  a  common 
father,  ora common brotherhad  been  suddenly 
removed.  Nor  is  it  at  all  difficult  to  account 
for  such  a  state  of  feeling,  when  we  reflect 
on  the  peculiar  character  of  the  deceased. 
T,  at  least,  am  free  to  confess  that  I  deem 
it  one  of  singular  worth  and  merit.  Many 
I  fine  and  noble  natures  I  have  had  the  hap- 
I  piness  to  encounter,  both  in  my  own  and 
other  lauds  ;  but  a  finer  and  nobler  I  scarcely 
ever  met  with,  I  can  say  with  a  safe  con- 
science, than  that  of  him  w  e  mourn.  "With- 
out entering  at  any  length  into  a  description 
of  the  same,  I  may  be  allowed  to  single  out 
I  at  present  two  points  that  imparted  to  it 
alike  a  special  significance  and  a  special 
charm. 

I  The  first  is  the  remarkable  union,  in  the 
ease  of  the  deceased,  between  great  firmness 
and  great  gentleness  of  mind.  There  was, 
on  his  part,  the  most  constant  and  undeviat- 
ing  devotion  to  high  principle  and  inflex- 
ible integrity  ;  but  all  this  was  beautifully 
'  harmonised  with  exceeding  calmness,  gentle- 
'  ness,  and  am.iability  of  disposition.  Where 
those  two  elements  are  blended  in  harmo- 
nious concord,  we  have,  as  I  have  sometimes 
before  told  you  from  the  place  I  now  occupy, 
the  approximation  to  the  ideal  of  perfect 
moral  manhood ;  and,  without  employing 
words  of  flattery  that  would  have  been  the 
very  first  thing  to  revolt  the  humble  and 
lowly  spirit  of  him  I  endeavour  to  describe, 
I  think  I  may  safely  assert  that  as  regards 
the  rare  union  of  unbending  firmness  of 
principle  with  gentle,  courteous,  and  kindly 
manners,  the  ideal  already  mentioned  was, 
in  his  case,  at  least  so  far  as  remaining 
human  imperfection  would  allow,  compara- 
tively and  largely  realized.  His  heart  was 
devoted  to  the  cause  of  truth;  yet  it  was 
not  the  less  under  the  influence  of  a  kindred, 
although  too  frequently  neglected  principle 
- — the  principle  of  love. 

"  The  other  point  to  which  I  would  briefly 
refer,  as  peculiarly  distinguishing  the  cha- 
racter of  our  departed  friend  and  brother, 
was  the  lowliness  and  humility  of  his  nature. 
You  yourselves  are  witnesses  to  the  retiring 
modesty  that  marked  him,  to  the  unwilling- 
ness he  ever  displayed  to  occupy  an  obtru- 
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sive  position, — to  take  up  even  the  ground  I 
to  whicli,  as  an  office-bearer,  and  leading 
member  of  the  congregation,  he  might  be  i 
said  to  be  justly  entitled, — and  to  the  re- 
luctance he  invariably  manifested  to  utter  a 
single  word  or  perform  a  single  action  that 
should  savour  in  the  slightest  of  undue  pro- 
minence in  ecclesiastical,  or,  indeed,  any 
I  other  matter.  How  rare  is  such  a  spirit ! 
j  and  instances  of  such  a  line  of  conduct  how 
i  few  and  far  bet-ween!  Vie  live  in  an  ago  of 
I  vociferous  boasting  and  arrogant  ostenta- 
!  tion,  even  as  regards  the  very  religion  we 
profess;  we  are  too  fond  of  blowing  the 
I  loudest  of  trumpets  in  our  own  praise,  while 
we  forget  altogether  the  precise  command 
i  of  a  great  apostle, — '  Be  ye  clothed  with  ! 
humility.'  But  if  there  was  ever  one  who 
wore  that  loveliest  of  all  spiritual  garments, 
it  was  he  whose  death  we  deplore.  And  it 
must  be  remembered  that  in  his  case  it  was 
no  mere  holiday  robe,  no  raiment  assumed 
on  the  Sabbath  to  serve  a  pharisaic  purpose, 
and  then  flung  hastily  and  gladly  aside  when 
the  week-day  work  began,  but  worn  by  him 
at  all  times,  and  in  all  circumstances,  so  that 
it  was  properly  part  and  parcel  of  his  very 
being,  instead  of,  so  to  speak,  the  mere  ex- 
ternal covering  of  the  soul.  The  Saviour's 
injunction — '  Let  not  thy  Isft  hand  know 
what  thy  right  hand  doeth' — embodied  the 
principle  on  which  our  deceased  friend  pro- 
ceeded in  his  extensive  and  unostentatious 
private  charities,  as  well  as  in  the  more  puh-  ; 
lie  business  of  the  Church  ;  and  on  such  a  j 
feature  of  his  character  we,  therefore,  fee!  i 
inclined  to  linger  with  peculiar  coniplaccncy. 

"Yet  these  are  merely  natural  virtues, 
and,  although  too  rarely  manifested,  it  is 
quite  possible  that  they  may  co-exist  with 
the  lack  of  deeper  religious  emotion  and 
more  earnest  Christian  principle.  You  arc 
well  aware  that  thfre  may  be  much  amiabi- 
lity and  little  or  no  godliness.  In  the  cp.se, 
however,  of  our  deceased  friend  and  brother, 
the  natural  graces  to  which  I  have  referred 
were  hallowed  by  the  latter  influence.  Ex- 
emplary in  all  the  relations  of  life,  he  was  j 
equally  characterised  by  the  presence  of  a 
most  sincere,  and  yet  most  unobtrusive  piety. 
For  the  same  retiring  element  that  found 
so  largely  a  place,  as  I  have  already  men- 
tioned, in  his  demeanour  otherwise,  distin- 
guished also  in  marked  degree  his  religious  J 
profession.  There  was  no  outward  show  of 
ostentatious  sanctity  :  there  was  no  thrusting 
of  the  Divine  into  the  foreground,  that  the 
worldl  v,  with  such  a  cloak  before  it,  might 
have  fuller  and  freer  scope  for  its  develop- 
ment behind.  But  there  was  a  calm,  a  lov- 
ing, an  all-pervading  faith  in  the  great  reali- 
ties of  the  Gospel,— those  realities  that  | 
cluster  round  the  cross  of  the  Messiah,  as  ■ 


at  once  their  origin  and  centre.    And  the 
fruit  of  such  a  faith  was  openly  exhibited  in 
the  untiring  attention  paid  to  every  religious 
ordinance,  and  in  a  zeal  that  devoted  itself 
to  the  furtherance  of  the  best  interests  of  the  ' 
Church,  so  that  here,  once  more,  there  was  ! 
a  perfect  harmony  between  faith  and  prac-  j 
tice,  and  a  palpable  proof  of  the  grand  fact  ; 
that  cannot  too  frequently  be  insisted  on — 
the  fact,  namely,  that  true  Christianity,  be- 
sides being  a  belief,  is  a  life, — a  spiritual 
existence,  harmonising  alike  inwardly  and 
outwardly  with  the  requirements  of  God's 
holy  word. 

"  But  I  feel  that  I  have  sM  enough,  as 
I  am  portraying  no  unknown  character,  but 
one  with  which  many  of  you  were  familiar, 
and  I,  therefore,  pursue  the  theme  no  longer. 
Painful,  as  in  present  circumstances,  may  be 
our  emotions,  for  /liiii,  at  ail  events,  we  need 
not  sorrow  ;  the  change  that  has  befallen  our 
departed  brother  is,  we  may  safely  conclude, 
a  happy  and  a  blessed  change.  He  has 
passed  from  a  world  of  suUering  and  trial 
to  a  land  where  trouble  has  no  existence, 
from  a  scene  of  labour  where  the  over-bur- 
dened brain  wore  out  at  last  the  exhausted 
physical  energy,  to  a  place  where  the  intel- 
lect is  for  aye  unclouded,  and  the  glorified 
body  bears  no  remaining  trace  of  the  ancient 
earthly  weakness,  from  this  dark  valley  of 
bleeding  and  broken  hearts  to  the  perennial 
sunshine  around  the  throne  of  God.  He 
has  crossed  the  gates  of  peirl,  lie  has  en- 
tered the  walls  of  jasper,  he  has  trodden  the 
golden  streets  of  the  New  Jerusalem.  Ota-  \ 
duty,  therefore,  while  we  sympathize  wit!i  j 
his  bereaved  and  sorrowing  family,  and  pray  i 
that  the  God  of  all  grace  may  support  and 
comfort  them  in  the  season  of  their  affliction,  i 
is  to  profit  by  so  startling  a  dispensation  of 
Divine  providence,  to  hear  therein  the  voice 
of  solemn  warning  addressed  to  ourselves, 
and  to  imitate  the  example  of  him  who  has 
been  so  unexpectedly  called  away.  '  There- 
fore, my  beloved  brethren,'  says  the  apostle 
Paul,  immediately  after  treating  in  language 
of  unequalled  sublimity  and  beauty  the  very 
theme,  the  triumphant  death  of  the  believer, 
to  which  our  thoughts  have  been  directed, — 
'  Therefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  be  ye  stcd- 
fast,  unmoveable,  always  abounding  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord,  forasmuch  as  ye  know 
that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.' 
Let  that,  then,  be  the  great  maxim  of  our 
existence,  the  principle  on  which  we  hence- 
forth proceed,  in  every  item  of  our  lives,  both 
temporal  and  spiritual. 

"  '  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven,  saying 
unto  me.  Write,  Blessed  are  the  dead  which 
die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth;  yea,  saith 
the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their 
labours,  and  their  works  do  follow  them.'  " 
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"  The  pulpit  should  be  like  the  key-board  oC  an  organ,  and  the  Cliurcli  like  the  pipes.  It  is  ir.y 
Ijusinesa  to  press  down  the  keys  here,  and  it  is  yours  to  respond  out  there.  Christian  life  ought  to 
be  so  exhibitory,  that  when  you  look  at  a  Christian  yon  mil  know  what  God's  truth  is.  If  one 
comes  to  me  and  asks  me  the  meaning  of  faith,  and  humihty,  and  charity,  I  ought  to  be  able  to 
point  to  one  man  and  say,  '  There  is  faith,'  and  to  another,  '  There  is  humility,'  and  so  on  through 
all  the  Church  and  all  the  graces.  Christ's  kingdom  will  not  come  until  his  disciples  are  suc  h 
*  living  epistles,  known  and  read  of  all  men.'  " — Bebcher.; 
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CONSUMPTION  &S 


And  its  only  StrccESsm  Treatment,  foanded  on  the  experience  of  many  years,  with 
highly  interesting  Cases  of  Cure.  By  GEORGE  THOMAS  CONQREVE,  Coombo 
Lodge,  Peckhatn,  S.E. 

The  following  is  a  letter  recently  received  from  Rev.  Thoj£A3  Kins,  Semley,  near 
Shaftesbury,  who  has  recommended  my  treatment  in  many  severe  cases : — 

"  My  Dear  Sir, — I  have  long  felt  assured  of  the  efficacy  of  your  celebrated  Balsam, 
having  witnessed  it  in  numerous  instances  ;  but  it  has  lately  been  taken  by  a  friend  of 
mine,  and  the  change  produced  in  him  is  TBriT  ASTO^^SHI^'G !  A  few  weeks  ago  he  was 
apparently  on  the  borders  of  the  grave,  confined  to  his  bed,  with  evert  symptom  op 
Decline.  I  recommended  your  medicine  to  him,  and,  after  taking  one  large  bottle,  hb 
IS  ABLE  to  resume  HIS  DAILY  AVOCATIONS,  and  is  rapidly  gaining  strength,"  &c.,  &c. 


WAFERS. 

From  Mr.  Ince  Gamis,  Medicine  Warehouse,  opposite  Stuckey's  Bank,  Yeovil. — 
"  Gentlemen, — As  a  proof  of  the  excellence  of  Dr.  Locock's  Pulmonic  Wafers,  I  may 
mention  the  following  case,  A  lady  called  and  purchased  a  2s.  9d.  bos,  and  observed 
that  she  had  heard  a  good  character  of  them,  and  was  determined  to  give  them  a  trial, 
having  suffered  for  years  from  an  asthmatic  cough,  and  spent  pounds  on  other  medicines, 
and  all  to  no  purpose.  A  few  weeks  after  the  same  lady  called  again,  when  I  asked  her 
if  she  had  found  any  benefit  from  them  ;  she  replied  that  she  had  "  been  completely  cured 
by  them,"  merely  one  2s.  9d.  box.  Other  instances  are  from  time  to  time  occuring, 
which  prove  the  value  of  these  lozenges  above  all  other  medicines  for  pulmonary  diseases, 
coughs,  colds,  &c.— INCE  GAMIS." 

!  To  Singers  and  Public  Speakers  they  are  invaluable  for  clearing  and  strength- 
I  ning  the  voice.  They  have  a  pleasant  taste.  Price  Is.  l^d.,  2s.  9d.,  and  lis.  per  box. 
teold  by  all  druggists. 


\  RUPTTTRES. 

P  BY   ROYAL    LETTERS  PATENT. 

WHITE'S  MOCK-IVj^lN  LEVER  TRUSS 

Is  allowed  by  upwards  of  200  Medical  Gentlemen  to  be  the  most  effective 
invention  in  the  curative  treatment  of  Hernia.  The  use  of  a  steel  spring, 
so  often  hurtful  in  its  effects,  is  here  avoided,  a  soft  bandage  being  worn 
round  the  body,  while  the  requisite  resisting  power  is  supplied  by  the 
MOC-MAIN  PAD  and  PATENT  LEVER,  fitting  with  so  much  ease 
and  closeness,  that  it  cannot  be  detected,  and  may  be  worn  during  sleep. 
A  Descriptive  Circular  may  be  had,  and  the  Truss  (which  cannot  fail  to 
fit)  forwarded  by  Post,  on  the  circumference  of  the  body,  two  inches  below 
the  hips,  being  sent  to  the  Manufacturer,  Mr.  WHITE,  228,  PiccADiLLy,  London, 
Price  of  a  Single  Truss  16s.,  21s.,  26s.  6d.,  and  31s.  6d.    Postage,  Is, 

„       Double  ditto,  31s.  6d.,  42s.  and  52s,  6d.  Ditto,  Is.  8d. 

„       an  Umbilical,  42s.,  52s.  6d,  Ditto,  Is.  lOd, 

Post  Office  Orders  to  be  made  payable  to  John  White,  Post  Office,  Piccadilly 

ELASTIC  STOCKINGS,  SOCKS,  KNEE  CAPS,  &c„ 

For  Varicose  Veins  and  all  cases  of  Weakness  and  Swelling  of  the  Legs,  Sprains,  Ac, 
They  are  porous,  light  in  texture,  and  inexpensive,  and  are  drawn  on  like  an  ordinary 
Stocking.    Price  4s.  6d.,  7s.  6d.,  10s.,  and  16s.  each.    Postage,  6d. 

Manufacturer,  JOHN  WHITE,  228,  PiccadDly,  London. 


PARKINS  &  fiOTTO'S 

24  &  25,  OXFORD  STREET, 

WRITING  CASES, 
6    DRESSING   CASES,  ^ 

^  INKSTANDS,  DESKS,  fa 


mwEL  &  KEY  mxm 


$  STATIONERY  CABINETS,  | 

PL|  CARD  CASES  AND  ALBUMS, 

^              SCRAP  BOOKS,  * 

«          CHESS  AND  DRAUGHT  MEN,  « 

^                      BOOK  ^SLIDES,  ^ 

«   DESPATCH   BOX  Ef  S,  « 

*g  BAGS  •&  BETICUI^ES. 

pk^    Pearl  and  Tortoise-^hell  ^Goods,  ^ 

PAPIER  MACHC:  CiOODS. 
«    « 

I  5,000   BIBLES,  I 

OF  EVERY  SIZE  AND  TYPE. 

a    * 

g      PARKINS  &  GOTTO'S 

HALF  GUINEA  FAMILY  BIBLES, 

Splendidly  Illustrated  and  Strongly  Bound. 

2B85  TB^  271 

11-16-99  32180  XL 


I 


1 


PrI 
III 

iceton 

jheoli 

glca 

Seminar^  Libra 

III 

1012 

01469  11£ 

J4 

FOR  USE  IN  LiBRARY  ONLY 
PERIODICALS 


